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November 2017 Newsletter Number 26 
 

WW1 - FORGET NEVER – SACRIFICE & LEGACY 

 

2018 will be the fourth year we have been partnered with Basildon Twinning 

Association in the ‘Forget Never’ project commemorating World War One and 

we thank the Heritage Lottery for our third grant to enable us to take the project 

into its fourth and final year. We believe we have an exciting programme which 

will enable more students to be involved from not only England but Germany, 

France and now Belgium. 

Stephen Metcalf MP launched the project at Woodlands School on Friday 29th 

September. 

“This is the final part of the trilogy commemorating the centenary of World 

War One. 

World War One set the scene for the rest of the 20th Century and still has an 

impact on our lives today. We only need to look at conflicts in the Middle East. 

The project we launched in 2014 centres not just on the conflict but the effect it 

had on families and individuals regardless of their nationality. Over the course 

of the last three years we have built up much support from groups and schools 

in Heiligenhaus and Meaux as well as contributors from all over Basildon 

Borough. 

The project has gained much praise from The Heritage Lottery Fund so far. 

Everyone involved has gained not just knowledge of the period in our history 

but a better understanding of how such a conflict can impact on ordinary lives 
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and influence events of the future. It has been an invaluable experience to date 

and now there is more to come. 

1917/18 saw one of the bloodiest battles of the First World War around Ypres 

in Belgium and, of course, the final year of the fighting. The next 15 months will 

give us the opportunity to reflect on the impact of the four years of fighting and 

to examine the legacy it has left us in the years since. 

An exciting programme has been prepared by the Forget Never- Sacrifice and 

Legacy team and an enormous amount of work has been made to get us to the 

point we are at today. 

We also need to thank the Heritage Lottery Fund and the National Lottery 

players for their continued support. Without them this project would not be 

able to be put into effect. 

We need to thank Simon Cox and Woodlands School for their hospitality today 

and for their massive contribution to the current programme” 

 

Stephen then passed the proceeding over to other members of the team who 

outlined the programme. 

Programme 

 11th November 2017 - Play – ‘The Sons of Three Countries 

Remembered’ at Woodlands School. 

 19th-23rd February 2018 – Tour of Ypres – Based at the Peace Village, 

Messines. 
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 24th February – 29th March 2018 – Launch of Peace Field Project locally 

in Basildon 

 7th-8th April 2018  - Re-Enactments at the Musee de la Grande-Guerre, 

Meaux 

 29th May 2018 – Platoon Experience, Zonnebeke, Belguim 

 29th June 2018 – Disabled Sports Day 

 21st-23rd July 2018 – Sponsored Cycle to Ypres 

 August 2018 – Cricket match at Wickford 

 September 2018 – Visit to Poppy Exhibition, Richmond 

 29th – 30th September 2018 -  End Of Project Exhibition, Green Centre, 

Wat Tyler Park 

 November 2018 –Play -   Production of the ‘Other Side of Peace.’ 

 

Further details of the various events will be described in future newsletters 

 

Beautiful Basildon 

 

We moan a lot these days about the over development of the Borough but how 

many really appreciate the beauty that is on our door step; 

The area as we know back in the Victorian times was very rural, in fact if you 

go back to the mid-1700s this is what Arthur Young had to say about Langdon 

Hills. 

 On the summit of a vast hill; one of the most astonishing prospects to 

behold breaks out almost at once– Nothing can exceed it unless that 

which Hannibal exhibited to his troops, when he bade them behold the 

glory of the Italian plains. 

There is no doubt that the Langdon Hills Ridge still constitutes one of the 

most beautiful areas for many miles 

around. It is looked after not only by 

the Thurrock Rangers, but also the 

Essex Wildlife Trust, Basildon 

Natural History Society and the 

Langdon Living Landscape group. 

The ridge extends from the margins 

of Horndon-on-the-Hill in the west to 
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Vange Heights to the east. It is rich and varied in terms of wildlife, reflecting 

the mixture of habitats presented by woodlands, meadows, hedgerows, wetlands 

- not least – gardens to be found on its hills and slopes.  

Thus the ridge lends itself to landscape-scale efforts to conserve and enhance 

still further the beauty and wildlife richness of the area. Nature reserves on their 

own are all very fine but if they exist in isolation they are not sufficient to resist 

the threats presented by human settlement and development. 

Nationally and indeed internationally, the emphasis is now upon tackling 

wildlife conservation on this landscape scale. 

In addition to promoting wildlife, 

there is an important educational 

dimension liaising with local 

schools as well as publishing 

information materials. Maps have 

been published and a series of very 

sturdy interpretation boards have 

been created and installed for public 

information. Sustainability is an 

issue, utilising the area’s resources 

and supporting the local economy 

and business. 

Gloucester Park 

Following the theme of Beautiful Basildon, I decided to take an early morning 

walk through Gloucester Park. Not visiting the park properly over the past 20 

years I did not realise how beautiful it is. The Lake is a gem and talking to one 

of the all night fisherman it is stocked with every fish possible, although he had 

been there for three nights he had not caught anything, though a fisherman 

nearby had just failed to land a pike. 

Walking over one of the hills I came across a brass plaque with the following 

inscription: 

Sharpeville Hills 

These hills were officially named the Sharpeville Hills to mark the 25th 

anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre of 21st march 1960 when sixty-nine  

Black demonstrators were shot dead by South African Police whilst taking part 

in a peaceful protest against the Apartheid Pass Laws. 
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The massacre caused the United 

Nations to call upon the South African 

Government to abandon its policies of 

racial discrimination and separate 

development and inspired the 

formation of many Apartheid 

movements throughout the world. 

This memorial stands as a permanent 

symbol of solidarity of the people of 

Basildon with the Black majority population of South Africa in their struggle to 

overthrow Apartheid and achieve freedom in their own country 

I wonder how many of us remember this event and even knew of the memorial 

plaque or come to that how beautiful the park is.  

 

 

Inflator House - Vange 

In the late 1800's cycles became the most 

popular form of transport. They were 

relatively cheap and allowed the 

population to travel easily around the 

countryside. Londoners in particular liked 

to get on their bikes and ride into the 

country and for those more intrepid cyclists 

even ride to the sea. 

 

The London Road brought cyclist clubs through our Borough and on to 

Southend. Many cafes and tearooms opened up along the route to cater for their 

comforts. Inflator House was one of them, it was situated in Vange, almost 

opposite Ramsay Drive. It had a large Tea Garden, a Huge Kettle was always on 

the boil on the open range, and inside the shop a large number of aspidistras 

flourished. It was run by Mr Roberts with the help of Miss Messer. As well as 

being a tea room it was the village shop and post office, and Miss Messer was 

the local dressmaker.   
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Vange School 

 

When Vange was a tiny agricultural village, most of its residents lived in 

cottages near or on farms. Children were expected to help around the farm 

especially when crops were sown and harvested. Most of the children only 

attended Sunday school and few could read and write. In 1858 Sir Charles 

Smith, the then Lord of the Manor of Vange gave a small plot of land opposite 

All Saints Church to be used for a school house with an adjoining cottage for 

the school mistress. 

 

 
Vange Old School 

 

Children had to travel to school along lanes and across fields. Enjoyable on a 

fine day but unpleasant when wet or snowing. All of the roads and lanes were 

dirt tracks. School attendance was always poor during the harvesting period 

with class numbers dropping to as low as five. 

 

When the railways arrived things started to change, agriculture began to decline 

and land was sold off in plots to be built on. Numbers at the school grew and 

although this school was still in use right up to the 1900s, a new bigger school 

was built in 1876 just a few yards away. The old school was eventually sold and 

became a home which is still occupied today. The new school, Vange Primary 

School celebrated its 140th anniversary last year. 

 

Vange Floods  

 

In 1690 there was severe flooding at Vange and Dutch merchant and Water 

Engineer, Cornelius Vandenanker was called in to manage the excess water. He 

began his task by transporting tons of chalk from quarries at Grays and 

constructed three walls built inside one another for extra strength. 



 

7 
 

 

Cornelius had come over in the early 1620s to repair walls at Dagenham and 

reclaim Canvey Island. Following this and work in Windsor, Charles 1 

commission him to drain Hatfield Chase on the Isle of Axholme, Lincolnshire, 

he then went on to direct major drainage projects in the Fens of Essex. He was 

knighted in 1629 and became an English citizen in 1633.  

 

On Canvey Island there is a school named after him ‘Cornelius Vermuyden 

School and Arts College’  

  

 
 

Local Second World War Employment 

In last month’s newsletter we reported that Millicent Parker from Vange was 

employed making Jerry Cans for a company called Briggs. The outstanding 

question was, where Briggs was located. Well! Up popped Hetty Eldridge (nee 

Keeble) (92 yrs. of Age) to tell us of her war time employment experience.  

‘I lived in Burnt Mills Road, Pitsea and when I was 16 years old I was 

employed to make Jerry cans, for the war effort at Briggs factory in Grays. 

(Question answered) It was a long old journey, I had to walk from Burnt Mills 

Road to Pitsea High Road and catch a bus to Grays, 

It was a very hot and deafening job and I put my 

deafness that I suffer with today down to that 

(no claiming compensation in those days). As I 

lay in my bed at night I can still hear the noise 

clanging in my head. 

I worked on the conveyor belt and as the cans 

came along, with a soldering iron in one hand 

and a strip of solder in the other, it was my job 

to solder the seams together as the can came to 

me. I had to wear this big face mask to stop the 

sparks from soldering hitting you in the face. The sweat from my face used to 

drip off the bottom of the mask. The heat was tremendous but worse of all was 

the clanging of the Jerry cans as they went along the conveyor belt and then up 

and over my head. My wage was 10 shillings a week. 

I stuck it for a considerable time, then I was given permission to leave, you 

couldn’t just leave a war effort job just like that. I was then sent to Glanfield 

factory at Tarpots, Benfleet, who made soldiers uniforms. A lot quieter though 
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you still got very hot and sweaty especially when it was your turn to work on the 

press.’ 

In 1943 I joined Brown and Tawse at West Horndon making nuts and bolts got 

married in the same year and in 1946 moved to Prefabs in Victoria Road, 

Laindon, back to Pitsea in 1949 before moving finally to Laindon in 1954. 

 

MONDAY 17
th

 JULY 2017 

 

100 years of The House of Windsor 

 
 

In 1840 the British Queen Victoria married the German Prince Albert. He was 

the son of Ernst, Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. At that time many of 

Europe’s families were related – British, Russian and 

German included. 

 

At the outbreak of war in 1914 George V was on the 

throne of the United Kingdom and the British Empire. 

Ever since war had been declared there had been calls 

from Great Britain and from all corners of the empire 

for the Royal family to change its name. Things 

finally came to a head in 1917. In March of that year 

the Germans had launched a heavy bombing raid over 

London using a bomber called “Gotha G.1V”. When 

no statement had come from Buckingham Palace, 

rumours started to gather pace suggesting that the 

King must secretly be pro-German. 

 

The King took the decision to adopt a new family name but what would it be? 

Names such as Tudor-Stewart, Plantagenet, York, Lancaster, Fitzroy and 

England were considered but rejected. 

 

On 17
th
 July 1917 the following proclamation was made: “Now, therefore, we, 

out of our Royal Will and Authority, do hereby declare and announce that as 

from the date of this Our Royal Proclamation Our House and Family shall be 

styled and known as the House and Family of Windsor.” 

 

The King also took the decision of suspending or revoking the British peerages 

and titles of all his relatives who were fighting on the German side in the war. 
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By anglicising the Royal Household and other notable estates and titles, King 

George V permanently changed the appearance of the British monarchy in a 

move that endures to today.  

 

 

A Long Forgotten Occupation – ‘Gongfermor’ 

During the Georgian and Victorian times this occupation was a job for the 

poor. It was much sought after because it was well paid by their standards. The 

man who carried out the job was called a GONGFERMER.  Do you know what 

this occupation was? 

Answer on page 12. 

 

Laindon and District Community Archive Group (LDCA) 

The LDCA have produced a 2018 Calendar, obtaining at the Green Centre or via 

Ken Porter k.kfp@btinternet.com. The price is £7.00 plus the cost of postage 

where applicable (£8.50) if collected or £8.50 if they are posted. 

 

January Allotments and view of Laindon Station – 1910s 

February View towards Windsor Road – 1910s 
March Laindon High Road – early 1920s 

April Fortune of War – early 1930s 

May Dunton Dummy Airfield – Glider Training – 1940s 
June Laindon Pub Wheelchair Race 1950s 

July Billy Foyle and his Palomino horse King – late 1950s 
August Laindon Carnival – early 1950s 

September Air Training Corps, Church Road – late 1950s 

mailto:k.kfp@btinternet.com
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October George Miniken, Art Teacher, Laindon High Rd. 
School - 1961 

November Laindon Army Camp, Old Church Hill - 1973 

December Typical Plotland Building, Pound Lane - 2015 
  

 

 

Future Displays and Talks 

 

We are continuing to change our displays every few months at the Green 

Centre, Wat Tyler Centre, Vange , Pitsea, Laindon and Wickford Libraries . 

 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre: 

Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 

Basildon Famous 

People 

By Ken Porter £7.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural 

Retreat 

By Deana Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 

266 Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£7.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 

Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea 

Mount 

By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a 

City 

By Peter Lucas £2.00 

Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 
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Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

The Great War By Dawn Knox £10.00 

The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold 

and John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 

When Basildon was 

Farms and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A history 

Tour in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£7.00 

Secret Paths in South 

Essex 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Heritage Walks in 

Basildon 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Growing up in Vange – 

My Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 

84 Years – A Journey 

from Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

The Daffodil & Thin 

Place 

By Dawn Knox £10.00  

Castle Point in the 

Great War 

By Ken Porter £7.00 

Plotlands Memories By Karan McKay £3.00 

A Plotland Album  £3.00 
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Langdon Hills at War  £2.00 

Billericay in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter and 

Stephen Wynn 

£7.00 

Grays (Thurrock) in the 

Great War 

Ken Porter and Stephen 

Wynn 

£7.00 

Thurrock – In old 

Picture postcards 

Out of print £5.00 

 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to 

£2.00 

Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, why 

not call in at our office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get 

up to. 

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of 

the Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat 

and a cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings 

from 9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm. 

Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 

Answer from page 9 

Gongfermor was a term that appeared during the Tudor period to describe 

someone who dug out and removed human excrement from privies and cess 

pits. The word “gong” was used for both privy and its content. There was no 

shortage of volunteers because they could charge well for each collection, 

which might consist of months of accumulated ordure (dung). 
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Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email Info@basildonheritage.org.uk 

We are also on Facebook : Basildon Heritage 
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