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ExxonMobil 

We would like to thank Exxon Mobil for a further £1000 grant via their Volunteer 

Involvement Programme (VIP). This is a programme set up to celebrate and 

recognise the contribution that ExxonMobil ex-employees and their family 

members make to their local communities. Eric Lamb is our member volunteer 

who by carrying out over eighty voluntary hours exceed yet again the criteria. 

In the last year he has been researching those men who lost their lives in the 

Second World War to enable us in the very near future to produce a Borough 

Roll of Honour in loose leaf form similar to the one we produced for World War 

One. These will be distributed to Parish Churches, Libraries, British legion and 

the Council. 
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These grants have enabled us to purchase lockable display cabinets, display 

boards, etc. This helps to release other income received either through selling 

photographs, books, talk donations and other fund raising activities such as the 

John Baron Walk to cover every day consumables - Ink cartridges are not cheap 

- Our gratitude goes out to Eric and ExxonMobil. 

Charity Registration - 

Amazing, the society has been going for over 10 years. We were established on 

the 28th March 2007 when a committee was formed following a meeting at the 

Town Gate offices in an attempt to convert the Gloucester Park Swimming pool 

into an Arts Complex including a Heritage Centre. We initially called ourselves   

‘CHASE’ (Cultural Heritage for all in South Essex). Since then we have had several 

name changes, finally settling on ‘Basildon Borough Heritage Society’. 

Up until now we have been what is known as an unregistered charity but as our 

reputation is continuing to grow and we get calls for help and advice from many 

quarters. We decided to go for registration status. It was a nightmare process; 

it took us over three months to eventually persuade the Charity Commission to 

award us Charity Registration. We are pleased and must thank Norman 

Bambridge, another of our member volunteers for his tireless work. Our three 

trustees are - Tony Ball, Richard Gregory and Norman Bambridge. 

Forget Never - Sacrifice and Legacy 

Following the launch of our latest WW1 Commemoration project on 29 

September 2017 we kicked off with our first event on 11 November at 

Woodlands School with the forth showing of the play written by our volunteer 

Dawn Knox - ‘The Sons of Three Countries Remembered’. The play was 

performed by Dot Productions backed up with Woodlands School Choir and a 

Folk Group from Heiligenhaus, Germany in front of a packed audience. 

 The previous showings were at St Martins Church, Basildon, Heiligenhaus, 

Germany and Meaux, France.  

The Peace Field Project. 

Our next event in early February involved students from five borough schools 

coming together at Woodlands school to take part in a mini soccer tournament 

with the aim to reflect the humanity of the 1914 ‘Christmas truce’ when British 

and German troops climbed out of their trenches for an impromptu football 

match. The schools involved were - Woodlands, Beauchamps, Vange Primary, 
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Lee Chapel and Greensted Junior schools who played a friendly group of 

matches watched by Ernie Brennan, managing director of the International 

Children’s Football Alliance. They are the first schools in Essex to participate in 

the Peace Field Project. 

 

Tour of Ypres 

The next event was a four day tour (19th/23rd February) of Ypres, Belgium 

visiting the Battlefields of the Great War and German and British cemeteries and 

Museums. The tour also included re-enactments’ of the 1914 Christmas football 

match, model making and guided walks. The party consisted of twenty eight 

students from Woodlands School, Air and Sea Cadets and students from 

Gesamtschue (School), Heiligenhaus and Geschwister Scholl (School), Aachen, 

Germany.  The party were based at the Peace Village, Messines, Belguim, just 

outside Ypres - included were ten adults. The British Ambassador for Belgium 

also joined us for the football match and presented plaques to the schools and 

badges to the students. 

 

Re-enactment in no man’s land 
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The students from both countries got on extremely well and we are sure many 

will stay friends for years to come. There is no doubt that it was one of the most 

successful tours we have organised under the ‘Forget-Never’ project and a big 

thank you must go to our project manager Bob Sheridan, chairman of the 

Basildon Twinning association for organising it. 

A Couple of the Facebook reviews 

• Such a fantastic opportunity. My daughter had an amazing time and made 

new friends. I have loved hearing all about the trip. 

• From what my son tells me it was an amazing and emotional experience 

one he’ll never forget 

 

Saying their goodbye’s at St. Symphorian Cemetery in Mons 

Future Programme 

Our next two events will be re-enactments at the museum in Meaux, France 

7/8th April followed by a Platoon Experience, Zonnebeke, Belgium 28/29th May. 

Essex Quest 

I wonder how many of you tune into Essex Quest on a Sunday Morning. It is a 

programme where two presenters, with the help of clues, deciphered by the 

public to reach a particular location. They normally have to find their way to at 

least four locations with the third giving them the final clue to take them to their 

final forth destination. Well we had the honour on Sunday morning 4 February 

of being the second location. The two presenters, Liana Bridges and Barry Lewis 

started off on Canvey Island at the Paddocks Community Hall and were given 

the following clue ‘Orchestral Home, could be red or black, a bulb’s brightness 
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and a roofers mate ran a great distance to a sporting arena’ and with the help 

of the public found their way to the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park. To help them 

find us there they were given another clue ‘Brush a fellows past’. Following an 

interview we handed them the next clue and they were on their way, their third 

location was where Nurse Kate Luard was born in Aveley. Basildon Hospital have 

a ward named after her. Their final location was The Essex Thames Rugby Club, 

South Ockendon.   

 

Meeting Liana Bridges and Barry Lewis 

Breakdown of the clue to find us: Orchestral home (pit) could be red or black 

(sea) a bulb’s brightness (Wat) roofers mate (Tyler) ran a great distance to 

sporting arena (park) - Pitsea, Wat Tyler Park. 

Brush a fellows Past - Brush (Basil) Fellows (don) Past (heritage) - Basildon 

Heritage. 

Basildon Archaeology 

As you possibly know that whenever a new development is envisaged an 

archaeological survey has to be undertaken. Depending on the circumstance and 

the vastness of the area involved it might just be a field survey but in the case 

Sadler’s Farm roundabout and the A130 junction Improvement Scheme a more 

detail evaluation was undertaken. The Following is a brief summary of that 

evaluation as reported in the Essex Society for Archaeology & History Volume 2 

- 2011 publication: 

The evaluation was undertaken by Archaeology South -East at Land off Sadler’s 

Farm in Basildon. The work was undertaken between 28 June and 1st October 

2010. In total 174 trenches varying in size from 10m x 1.8m to 30m x 1.8m were 
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excavated across the site. The site consisted of a number of parcels of land 

bordering the routes of the A13 and A130 roads within a range of 2 kilometres 

off their junction at Sadler’s Farm. The majority of trenches did not contain any 

archaeological features. 

An area directly to the west of Sadler’s Farm revealed a number of Roman field 

ditches and a poorly preserved cremation but had been badly disturbed by the 

construction of the developer’s compound. 

A small area adjacent to the A130 revealed two ditches aligned north to south 

one of which contained a substantial quantity of Roman pottery. This area was 

opened up and 3500 square metres was excavated between 16 August and 8 

September 2010. The two parallel ditches were identified across the whole area 

25 metres apart. The eastern ditch proved to be early Roman while the western 

ditch was late medieval. The area between the two was largely clear of activity. 

The area to the west of the medieval ditch showed evidence of early Roman 

Industrial activities with extensive spreads of material overlying an area of 

intense pitting. 

A handful of trenches across the remaining parts of the site revealed isolated pits 

containing Neolithic or late Bronze Age, Roman and medieval pottery. 

Our understanding is that Post Excavation Assessment of the works has been or 

will be produced. We will endeavour to establish if a full report has been 

produced and where are the artefacts stored.  

 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre: 

We have a new book on Basildon to go with our growing collection of local books 

- Basildon New Town - A Memoir 1952-1969 by Mervyn Linford. - £12.99 

The Author 

Mervyn moved to Pitsea from the East End of London in 1952 after an early 

childhood playing on the bomb sites, the then rural environment of the Basildon 

New Town area with its farms, fields, marshes and plotlands was a revelation. 

The proximity of both the coast and the countryside was a constant source of 

fascination for him and was an influence on his creative sensibilities. 

As an adult he has written a number of country journals and various other works 

devoted to the natural and manmade history of Essex and Suffolk countryside. 
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He has also published a dozen poetry collections which for the most part have 

also been inspired by the flora and fauna of his formative landscapes and 

seascapes. 

The Basildon he knew as a boy is now unrecognisable.  He hopes that this journey 

through the past in both poetry, prose and photographs will bring some nostalgic 

pleasure to those in his own age group and an insight into how the town used to 

be to the younger generation. 

 

Many of the photographs in the book are from our collection. Mervyn has now 

joined the group. 

Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 

Basildon Famous 

People 

By Ken Porter £6.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural 

Retreat 

By Deana Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 

266 Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 
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Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea 

Mount 

By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a 

City 

By Peter Lucas £2.00 

Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 

Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

The Great War By Dawn Knox £10.00 

The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold 

and John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 

When Basildon was 

Farms and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A history 

Tour in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Secret Paths in South 

Essex 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Heritage Walks in 

Basildon 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Growing up in Vange – 

My Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 
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84 Years – A Journey 

from Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

The Daffodil & Thin 

Place 

By Dawn Knox £10.00  

Castle Point in the 

Great War 

By Ken Porter £6.00 

Plotlands Memories By Karan McKay £3.00 

A Plotland Album  £3.00 

Langdon Hills at War  £2.00 

Billericay in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter and 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Grays (Thurrock) in the 

Great War 

Ken Porter and Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 

Thurrock – In old 

Picture postcards 

Out of print £5.00 

 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to 

£2.00 

Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, why 

not call in at our office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get 

up to. 

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and 

a cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm. 
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Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email k.kfp@btinternet.com 
We are also on Facebook ; Basildon Heritage 

 

 

http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/
mailto:k.kfp@btinternet.com

