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Who we are? 
We are a group of like-minded volunteers 
who believe that our culture and heritage is 
central to a sustainable community. We aim 
to preserve our past for the enjoyment, 
interest, and benefit of future generations of 
Basildonians. 
 
We do this by:- 

• Collecting memories from people 
who have lived in the area for a long 
time. 

• Collect photographs and other 
artifacts used at the various 
exhibitions we hold in libraries and 
other venues around Basildon. 

• Give talks to groups interested in 
their local history. 

• We cover the whole of the Borough. 

• Our office and on-going displays are 
at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler 
Country Park. 
 

            Update 
 

We have added the following historical 
articles to our website under ‘Research’ : - 

• Vange Reservoir 

• Borough Pubs 

• The Barge. 

• Basildon’s farms 
 

Our Facebook page is flourishing and we are 
receiving over 40,000 hits each month. 
 
We have taken over a small office at the 
Green Centre opposite our existing room   
and converted it into a research office. It 
includes our Library of books and bound 
newspapers going back to the 1950s.  
M<embers of the public can come in and do 
their own research, with our guidance as 
necessary, when we are open. 
 
When the current Covid restrictions are 
lifted, we will re-commence our once-a-
month Saturday ‘coffee morning’ sessions. 
More on this in later newsletters. 
 

Remembrance Service 
 

Remembrance service, the past few years 
we have attended the service at the Basildon 
Memorial in the St Martins Square, but due 
to the current situation we decided to lay 
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our wreath along with one from Basildon 
Twinning Association at the chair at the 
Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park. We had a 
short ten-minute service including two 
minutes silence on Wednesday 2 November 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessie Payne – Local Historian 
 

The following is the second article of her 
many articles she wrote for the local paper. 

–         CONTRABAND GOODS WERE 
HIDDEN UNDER A DOG KENNEL AT 
PITSEA’. 
 
The New town has caused many drastic 
changes, but in the last century, when the 
railway was built, it caused a complete 
change of face for the ancient manor of 
Pitsea Hall. All the old farm buildings were 
destroyed and the station built on their site 
almost under the farmhouse windows. 
 Early this century a factory for 
manufacturing explosives was built on Pitsea 
marshes causing another disturbance in this 
then truly rural spot. 

The present house was built at end of 
the Sixteenth Century, probably after the 
manor became the property of Roger 
Townsend and Edward Cook, and in the 
Seventeenth Century it came into the 
possession of the Moyer family. Sir Samuel 

Moyer was a rich merchant who was Sheriff 
of the County in 1698. 

In the Eighteenth Century the village 
pound for straying cattle stood near the 
house. Manor courts were held in the hall up 
to the Eighteenth Century, when transfer of 
property, trespass and dilapidations and 
similar business was conducted. 

Station Lane was the original road to 
the manor and a shop at the High Road end 
stands on the site of the gatekeepers’ lodge. 

Smuggling was said to be carried on 
at Pitsea Hall and the contraband goods 
hidden in a pit in the yard and a huge kennel 
with a fierce dog placed over it. 

Somewhere about the end of 
Eighteenth Century the hall pond was used 
for skating parties and it was often a meeting 
place for skaters from Southend. 

Last Century (18th Century) farm 
workers coming from Pitsea Hall could have 
a pint in a little beerhouse called ‘The Jerry’, 
a timber cottage on the east corner of 
Northlands Drive. Pitsea is also said to have 
had a beerhouse called ‘The Live and let Live’, 
but this was probably the same house. 

The late Mrs. Upson could remember 
walking on the marshes with some friends 
when they met a man from the beerhouse 
carrying a bottle. Thinking it contained beer, 
they asked for a drink, but on being given it 
found it to be salt water. The reply to their 
complaint was: ‘You aske  
for it’. 
 

Billericay & District War Diary 
 
Below is an extract of an incident from the 
book ‘German P.O.W. Camp 266 Langdon 
Hills’. 
 
The first major incident which occurred over 
Laindon, (if we ignore the bombs and 
incendiary devices that were dropped) took 
place on the 5th September 1940 when two 
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Spitfires unfortunately collided in midair. 
One crashed in a field opposite Markhams 
Chase School (now Janet Duke School). The 
School log book records the incident. The 
pilot of the aircraft was killed. 
 
The initial reports were that the pilot was 
Robert Barton but on further investigation it 
is believed the pilot was in fact, Flt. Lt. J T 
Webster, who was killed. His unopened 
parachute pack with the words ‘Webster’ 
printed on it was found a few weeks later by 
a local farmer, Roland Wilson, in a field north 
of the Arterial Road in the Nevendon area. 
Roland later handed the parachute into the 
Nevendon Police who thanked him for his 
honesty as the silk which the parachute was 
made from, was a very sought-after 
commodity in wartime Britain. Another eye 
witness Percy Calcott, who lived at the 
Cricketers Pub on the Arterial Road, saw 
Webster plummet to his death, landing on 
the north side of the Arterial Road in soft 
clay. It is understood that the impression left 
in the ground from the impact of Webster’s 
body hitting the ground could still be seen 
over a year later. 
In 1964, whilst they were excavating a sewer 
trench in Leinster Road, Laindon, the 
Basildon Development Corporation 
contractors recovered a Rolls Royce Merlin 
engine believed to have belonged to 
Webster’s aircraft (R6635). 
 
John Terence Webster had joined the RAF in 
1938 and was flight commander of the 41 
Squadron that had just transferred to 
Hornchurch two days earlier on the 3rd 
September. When he died, he had recorded 
11 confirmed kills and 2 shared. 
 
The Billericay and District War Dairy is on 
display on the first floor of the Basildon 
Council Towngate Offices. The parachute 
cord is believed to be from the crash and was 

given to Janet Duke, head mistress of 
Markhams Chase school by Cliff Parkinson. 
Later passed on to a member of the Laindon 
and District community Archive group 
(www.laindonhistory.org.uk) before being 
donated to Basildon Heritage. 

 
 

  
Archeology 

Back in December 1983 members of the 
Essex Detector Society were metal detecting 
with permission on Bert and Jeremy French 
(Watch House Farm & Benson Farm – Wash 
Road) on their farm fields, when one of their 
members Mr Terris discovered near the 
surface of a field near Benson Farm a gold 
seal. They realized immediately that it was 
very old. 

They had it sent to 
the British Museum. 
The following was 
their reply: - ‘The 
seal is a gold 
personal seal and 
would have hung 
from a small chain. 
The legend reads 
‘SIGILLIAM SECRETI’. 
This means secret 
seal. The gem in the 

centre is Roman date and is a Nicale, it is 
engraved with the bust of LUCIUS VERUS, 
who apparently was Co-Emperor with 
MARCUS AURELIUS, ad 161-169 AD 

http://www.laindonhistory.org.uk/
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Secret seals were used primarily for 
private correspondence, examples in gold 
are uncommon and are likely to have 
belonged to an aristocratic or a rich 
ecclesiastical or governmental figure. The 
use of classical gems in seals was, however, 
quite common in the 12th and 13th centuries. 
I would suggest, mainly from the style of the 
lettering that your seal dates from the said 
13th century’. 

Bert French has his own theory on 
how the seal came to be in one of hid fields: 
- ‘He likes to think that a Bishop travelling 
from Great Burstead Church along an old 
ancient foot path past Benson’s Farm on his 
way to St Nicholas Church, Laindon stopped 
for a rest and dropped it’. 

The seal is jointly owned between 
Bert French and Mr. Terris. However, they 
both agreed to loan it to the British Museum 
and we believe it is still on display there. 
 

International heritage 

As you may have noted in our more recent 

newsletter’s, we have been busy in the 

international sense, of helping research and 

more particularly, attending virtual or 

“Zoom” meeting. In addition to working with 

the Santa Barbara County Genealogical 

Societies members, we have sat in on their 

DNA Lectures, for which we take note that 

they make this a very strong research 

approach whereas we can and do try the 

historical timeless approach. A previous 

discussion during their debriefing weekday 

meeting was about the Mayflower and we 

have been asked to help present a paper on 

this. 

The most recent contact is with the Ventura 

County Genealogical Society from Camarillo, 

both these societies being in California and 

their most recent ‘zoom’ 

Lecturer, himself from 

Tampa in Florida, 

specifically asked for help 

as regards his ancestors 

in and around the 

Chelmsford area some four hundred years 

ago and we are still researching the parish 

records for him after having sent him the 

first ‘hard copy’ package. 

The learning curve for us is seeing how 

popular these presentations are made and 

the fact they also hold a member debriefing 

meeting during the following weekdays. 

The most recent lecture, last Saturday, was a 

lady author/Librarian who gave a talk on 

WW1 and accessing American records. A 

copy of the handout is now in our office. In 

turn she has noted our various topics for 

distribution to her contacts in and around 

Bolingbrook Illinois.  We are already booked 

in on their next lecture on Thursday 10th 

December 2020 when the conversation will 

be with an Author, originally from Hastings 

in Sussex. 

The interesting part is that we have to 
coordinate our ‘attendance’ with three 
different time zones, Pacific time being eight 
hours behind! So, our welcome always is 
‘good evening’ to a lunchtime meeting! You 
can do the sums as regards an evening 
meeting. And then Australia! 
 

New Contacts 
 
Basildon Creative People and Places 
Programme 

 
 



 

5 
 

We are continually being approached by 
other interested heritage and arts groups 
and one of the  latest is the following project 
– ‘Basildon Creative People and Places 
Programme’. We hope to be involved but in 
the meantime Christine the Programme 
Director has pinned together the following 
letter explaining its purpose and requesting 
whether you would like to get involved. 

 
Hi Everybody, 
 
My name is Christine and I am the 
Programme Director of the BasildON 
Creative People and Places Programme. If 
you haven’t heard of us before, we are an 
Arts Council England funded programme 
that gets people choosing, creating and 
participating in amazing cultural 
experiences! The BasildON CPP is one of just 
over thirty in the country and the only one in 
Essex, making us extra special! We launched 
in August but due to COVID, I haven’t been 
able to come out and meet as many 
members of the community as I would have 
liked to so Ken kindly gave me the 
opportunity to reach out to you all here. 
 
Our mission is simple; to unleash the 
community's creative spirit and provide more 
opportunities for local people to commission, 
create and participate in cultural activity in 
Basildon. Most importantly, BasildON 
Creative People & Places is all about YOU 
driving and deciding what cultural activity 
YOU want to see on your doorstep. Together, 
we can uplift the town center with bright and 
beautiful murals. We can turn our public 
squares into dance floors. We can even 
transform vacant shops into music hubs… 
Nothing is impossible, if we all work 
together!  
 

What's in it for you? 
Have your voice heard! 

Take part in free trips, visits and social 
events 

Shape the direction of the programme 
through polls and discussions 

Commission art that you want to see in the 
borough 

Apply for creative opportunities 
Gain skills and experience by volunteering 

Work with artists and organizations. 
 
How do you get involved?   All you need to 
do to become a 'Community Voice' is sign up 
via our 
website: www.creativebasildon.co.uk  
 
If you have any questions or simply fancy a 
bit of a natter, I'm all ears! 
 
Thank you,  
Christine           
christine@creativebasildon.co.uk 
 
Achievement through Football 
 
Although this organization refers to football, 
they also deal with various heritage projects.  
 

  
We have agreed to assisted with them on a 
project they are doing with Vange Junior 
School on the following topic ‘Food and 
Farming’. The hope is that we can at least 
host a display at the Green Centre created by 
year 6 children at the end of February 2021. 
Fingers Crossed. 
 
 Snapping the Stiletto 
 
Is an Essex County Council, National Lottery 
Heritage Funded project - Campaigning for 
Equality, which aims to seek equality and 
challenge stereotypes by sharing and 
celebrating the stories of Essex Women?  
 

http://www.creativebasildon.co.uk/
mailto:christine@creativebasildon.co.uk
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The project’s purpose is 
to find and tell the stories 
of women of all 
ethnicities and 
backgrounds including, 
those from Black, Asian 

and LGBTQ, working women and women 
with special educational needs and 
disabilities.  
 
They are seeking to re-examine the Essex 
Girl identity and represent what it is to be a 
woman living in Essex today. 
 
The project will collect the histories of 
underrepresented communities in the 
county and the object that tell these stories. 
By collecting stories and encouraging local 
communities to donate, loan relevant items, 
the project hopes to preserve women’s 
experiences and celebrate ‘Women in 
Essex.’ 
 
The project is partnering with Southend 
Museums Service, Saffron Walden Museum, 
Maldon Museum in the Park and Museum of 
Power. 
  
Their outcome aims are: - Temporary 
exhibitions and updates to permanent 
exhibitions (update with women’s history) – 
Pop up events (36 in total, across the county) 
showcasing the work of the groups they 
work with, collecting new stories, attracting 
participants. – Six Heritage walks – 
collections of women’s oral history and 
objects. 
 
Great Oaks Development (Basildon Town 
Center) 
 
We have been having discussions with the 
Great Oaks Development team with a view 
to holding pop up events at least once a 
quarter once the development is completed. 
 
Help My House is Haunted 
 

We have been contacted by a development 
team who have been commissioned through 
the Discovery network and is on UK TV 
Channel Really who have previously 
produced two paranormal shows and are 
now looking to do a third show on strange 
happenings in the Laindon area to be 
produced in the early part of the new 
year…exciting times so watch this space. 
 
The programmes story: -  

Created by Ghost Adventures' Zak Bagans, 
Help My House Is Haunted is a ghost-hunting 
series that leaves no stone unturned when it 
comes to searching for paranormal entities. 
Where does the average family turn when 
their own house starts showing signs of 
unexplained supernatural phenomena? 
Ghostly bumps in the night make for good 
cinema, but if it's happening in your own 
house and scaring the life out of mum, dad 
and the kids, then it's suddenly not so 
entertaining. Our crack team of investigators 
are back for more. Chris Fleming, Jayne 
Harris and Barri Ghai travel the length and 
breadth of the UK hunting down ghosts and 
paranormal activity terrorising families in 
their homes. 

Ghost of Basildon 

This prompted us to do a little research on 
the Ghost of Basildon and we have produced 
one our booklets on the subject and working 
on a second 

Children’s Poetry 

We are slowly working our way through 
archive material that has been donated to us 
over the past few years. The latest is a small 
booklet produced in 1973 by the Basildon 
District Arts Association. It is a collection of 
children’s verse and poems entitled “The 
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Formative Years”. It is a collection of poems 
compiled by the then Basildon Poetry Group.  
 
The children involved attended the following 
schools: -  
Infant and Junior schools-Barfield, 
Kingswood and Swan Mead. Junior schools– 
Blessed Anne Line R.C., Bryn, Fairhouse, 
Ghyllgrove, St Teresa’s R.C., Springfield, 
Swan Mead and Vange. Secondary Schools – 
Chalvedon, Fryerns, Nicholas, and 
Woodlands.  
 
Below are two of the poems from the 
booklet, we will include others in later 
newsletters: - 

 
BASILDON 

 
Basildon is a new town 
Everything is new there 

New swimming pool, 
New Zoo 

New houses are always on view. 
They’re building the station new and bright 

They’re even building it during the night. 
The hospital is a busy place, 

It’s large and tall and full of space. 
Basildon is the town where I live 

And I like it. 
 

Author: We believe this was written by a six-
year-old. 
 

BASILDON 
 

I like Basildon, 
In Basildon we have lots of fun, 
We go to the morning pictures 

We watch films, 
All different mixtures: - 

Go to the disco, 
Up the elevator 

There’s a big line waiting 
We’ll come back later! 

 
Basildon is a new town, 
There’s Honeypot lane 

And cherrydown 
But best of all 
I like my home 

And even if my dad does moan 
I like Basildon. 

 
Author: Jackie Burch, aged 11 

 
Buildings of Historical Interest 

 
Last newsletter, number 37, we itemized 
Laindon Ponds. The photograph we showed 
was a very old one so we thought it would be 
interesting to show how this beautiful 
building is looking today with a couple of 
shots of the moat. 
   

 
Kind permission of Karan S 
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Pitsea Hall – Cromwell Manor 
 

Pitsea Hall now known as Cromwell Manor is 
a grade II listed building. Refer to Jessie 
Payne article on page 2 
 
 

     
It is a 16-17th century timber-framed and 
plastered house altered in the 19 and 20 
centuries. The south front was re-fronted in 
the 19th century in yellow brick and has 2 
large 20th century semi-circular 2 storeyed 
bays added. The north front is jettied on the 
upper storey on a molded bressummer. The 
ground storey has exposed timber-framing 
with brick nogging and there are 2 original 
window openings with molded mullions 
(blocked). 2 storey’s. The windows generally 
on the south front are double-hung sashes 
with glazing bars in the upper sashes 
Between the bays there is a 19th century 
doorcase with a cornice on console brackets. 
The north front has 3 window range, double-
hung sashes with glazing bars and square, 
stucco molded hood. The outer windows are 
3-light. At the west end a wing extends to the 
north with 1 window range. (3-light). Roof 
tiled, with 5 gabled dormers on the south 
front.  
It has been renamed Cromwell Manor, 
possibly due to the fact that a Cromwellian 
Helmet was found in the grounds.  It now 
hosts a range of events from weddings, civil 
ceremonies, and banquets to birthdays and 
anniversaries. From 8 acres of landscaped 
gardens which are offers stunning views 

across the Essex countryside, which forms 
the perfect backdrop to any occasion. 
 
 

  
 

New Release’s 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This book is by Mervyn Linford a member of 
Basildon Borough Heritage Group. He has his 
own publishing company and has helped the 
Heritage group out on many occasions not 
only by arranging the publication of a few 
books but also by YouTube reading poems 
on our behalf. 
 
The book cost £12.00 and can be obtain from 
the Green Centre. 
 
Foreword 
 
Although the subtitle of The killing of the 
Crystal Tigers is Nature poems for the young 
and the Young at Heart the main audience 
was intended to be children and young 
adults with a well-developed reading ability. 
The last thing I wanted was to come across 
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as patronizing where the younger 
generation were concerned. As an elderly 
gentleman of seventy-four years of age I still 
distinctly remember just how much I 
enjoyed learning new words as a child and 
young adult – and still do for that matter etc 
– Mervyn Linford. 
 

Essex Saltings 
 

I have lived by these creeks and islands: 
Have seen the tides 

Creep landwards under light 
Where gulls and curlew 
Cry their haunted cries 
And salt has fragrance: 

Have seen the eastern skies 
So white with snow 

When even the horizons 
Were refused 

And choice was chance: 
I know 

No other place where sound and silence 
Is so composed of silts and solitude 

That I could climb with geese into twilight 
And touch the moon. 

 
Booklets 

 
Three  new booklets since the last newsletter  

• Ghost of Basildon 

• Leslie George Llewellyn – POW 
Japanese prisoner 

• Story of Princess Mary’s Christmas 
Present to the troops 1914 
 

To see a list of previous booklets/pamfletes 
refer to Web Site. 
 

Volunteers-Members 
  

We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers to help with our research, 
digitizing our photographs, typing up 
individual memories, sorting and presenting 
out displays, helping out at various events 

etc; why not call in at our Heritage Office in 
the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see 
what we get up to. Our opening times are 
Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm 
and Saturdays 10am – 3.30pm.  
You can also become a member - £1 annual 
membership or £10 life membership. 
Currently closed due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic but we are able to accept visitors 
by appointment. 
 

 Future Newsletters 
 

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy 
of our future newsletters by email please let 
us know by sending in an email or speak to 
one of our volunteers, or if you know of 
anybody else who would like a newsletter 
email please let us know. 
 

Facebook 
 

Though our office is currently closed we are 
still putting on our Facebook page – 
‘Basildon Heritage’ – interesting snippets 
most days so why not have a look and add 
your comments and memories.  
 

General Data Protection 
Regulations. (GDPR) 

 
In accordance with the latest General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not 
divulge any personal information to third parties 
without prior approval and you will be able to 
request at any time removal from our mailing 
list. 
 

WEB Site 
 

Why not check out our web site, we list all 
the parishes in the Borough and where their 
names come from, previous newsletters, 
links to other Heritage sites etc etc:- Web 
site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email: - 
Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com. 
 

 

mailto:Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com
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 Donations 
 
Unable to receive visitors because of Corvid 
Virus we have had to find other ways of 
bringing in income for consumables e.g. ink, 
paper, photographic paper etc. With 
Christmas coming along many of you will be 
shopping on-line, you could help us at no 
cost to yourself by signing up to “Give as you 
Live” also If you buy on Amazon, instead of 
going to Amazon to search for your item, 
always go to Amazon smile and add Basildon 
Borough Heritage Society as your charity of 
choice and then shop as usual. You only 
need to do this once and then shop as usual 
at Amazon smile Thank you.   
 
Basildon Heritage will receive a small 
amount for every pound you spend at no 
cost to yourselves. 

 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CHRISTMAS WISH 

We wish you joy all through you holidays 
We wish you good luck that forever stays. 

We wish you the love of family and friends, 
We wish you happy days that never ever ends. 

Merry Christmas to you all. 
 

 
            

         

                  

                         

 

 


