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***** 
Who we are? 

 
We are a group of like-minded volunteers who 
believe that our culture and heritage is central to a 
sustainable community.  We aim to preserve our 
past for the enjoyment, interest and benefit of 
future generations of Basildonians. 
 
We do this by: -  

• Collecting memories from people who have 
lived in the area for a long time. 

• Collect photographs and other keepsakes 
to be used at the various exhibitions we 
hold in libraries and other venues around 
Basildon. 

• Giving talks to groups interested in their 
local history. 

• Our Office and on-going displays are at the 
Green Centre, Wat Tyler, Country Park 

 

***** 
Coronavirus Pandemic update. 
 

Although we are still allowed into our office to 
carry out vital research, the Green Centre itself 
along with our display area and toilets are closed 
to the public. However, our volunteers and the 
public can visit upon making an appointment. 

We carry out the necessary sanitizing of 
equipment and furniture every time we are in and 
prior to getting on with our work, wearing our face 
masks when necessary. 

So, what have we been up to? Well! Those 
volunteers who are able to work from home, have 
been popping in by appointment to update on 
what they have been researching and checking on 
further research requirements. Taking home 
written memories that need to be typed up and 
placed on our database etc.  

We have also been sorting and tiding up 
our storage area and reacquainting ourselves with 
what we have for future displays. This includes a 
large number of bound old newspapers, some 
going back to the 1930s and we are searching 
through them and recording any interesting facts 
on the borough. 

Normally we manage approximately ten 
talks a year on the history of Basildon 
unfortunately  due the current circumstances this 
has not happened this year but we were able to do 
one talk at the Canvey Dinning Club in September 
and this covered the history of the Wat Tyler 
Explosive Factory and fingers crossed will be doing 
our first Zoom meeting in early November to the 
Boreham U3A history group and this will cover 
Basildon’s plotland past. Norman Bambridge may 
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also be giving a Zoom talk in late November to our 
contacts in California.  

We are continuing to put interesting 
historic facts on the heritage Facebook page, 
virtually every day and we are working on 
improving our web site to make it more user 
friendly, including a forum page where you can 
make comments or ask questions. 

We are also contributing a number of 
articles to the Echo on Basildon’s Famous people 
plus history articles on the Community Connection 
magazine. 

We took part in the John Baron MP Virtual 
Fund walk in September. The one-hour walk took 
us round the Wat Tyler explosive trail and, as in 
previous years we thank those who have made 
donation to the heritage society which totalled 
nearly £400.  

In Previous years, this walk of between 2k 
and 5k has taken place at Barleylands and we have 
for a number of years been present with a display 
as well as doing the walk. Let’s just hope we can 

return to Barleylands next year. Oh, we also 
participated in the walk for Basildon Twinning 
Association and Laindon and District Community 
archive.     

  

 
 
Several members of our group also went on 

a Public Art walk around the Basildon Town centre 
organised by the group ‘Directions Bas’ in early 
September. Joining us on the walk was the leader 
of the council Gavin Callaghan. 

We just hope that everybody is accepting 
the regulations that are currently in being and 
keeping us safe. 

 
Coronavirus – Poem 

 
Before – Freedom to wander the country at 

leisure, 
Visiting relatives, oh what a pleasure, 

Hugging our friends when we meet in the street, 
Stopping to chat with the neighbours we meet. 

Joining the crowds when they cheer for their 
teams, 

Visiting islands, I see my dreams, 
Sitting in deckchairs upon the seashore, 

Ice-cream and sandcastles, who’d want for more. 
 

Now -Shopping in Tesco’s with nothing to choose 
from, 

All the shelves empty and all the tinned food gone 
Trying to get a delivery online 

These are the signs of unfortunate times. 
Fifty shades later my hair is much greyer, 

Trying to cut it but missing a layer. 
Then there’s the housework but that’s not much 

fun, 
Cupboards to empty and jobs to be done. 

Keeping far apart from our friends in the street, 
Don’t stop to chat with the neighbours we meet, 

Policeman on duty to hand out the fines, 
These are the signs of unfortunate times. 

 
By Sue Ranford (BBHS-Volunteer) 

 
***** 

International Links 

We continue to strengthen our 
international links with the Santa 
Barbara County Genealogical 
Society in California. Firstly, both 
myself and our researcher, 

Norman attended their Virtual meeting, on Zoom, 
on Saturday 26th September in which the presenter 
gave a lecture on the use of DNA in research 
planning. 

Our direct association with Lorraine West, 
one of their active members, in helping with her 
own ancestral research of the Rochford Hundred 
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area meant that we have researched each of the 
twenty-four parish church records back to the 
sixteenth century, and that, of course before 
Southend itself was established, with an end 
product booklet created for her. It also turned up 
some interesting side issues, one being from a 
novel by H.G. Wells in “The War of the Worlds” and 
chapter seventeen where the Martians have 
landed between Southend and Shoeburyness, the 
same area as her ancestors. Unfortunately, we 
couldn’t make any links to her family. 

That said, they have invited us to give a 
future Zoom Lecture on the subject of Research in 
the United Kingdom and we look forward to this, 
particularly with the high numbers of members 
and guests they have attend their virtual meetings 
so we are busy in preparing something suited to 
their concept of us ‘Brits. 

***** 
Radion Project 

 
Radion is the title of a new local project which aims 
to explore both nature and heritage in the 
borough. The project aims to collaborate with local 
primary schools, heritage groups and individuals. 
As part of the project there will be a large 
permanent display in the town centre alongside 
the new cinema celebrating both local nature and 
heritage in the borough and their significance 
moving into the future.  

The Basildon Heritage team has been 
leading with the selection of which pieces of past 
and present heritage could be included in the 
screen, but we would also like to hear your 
thoughts. Do you have any pieces you feel should 
be included? If so, we would love to hear from you.  
 
Please do email your suggestions to Shaun at 
radionproject@gmail.com  
 

The idea is we will create a sort of Basildon 
photograph montage/skyline of past and present 
pieces of heritage, including buildings, public art, 
memorials, public spaces etc. Below are a few 
visual examples: 

 Shaun is a member/volunteer at Basildon 
Heritage, and has supported with image file 

conversions and the delivery of items. He has also 
worked with members from Laindon Archive to 
install a lectern and road sign in Victoria Park to 
commemorate the local Plotland history. 
 

 
 

 
 
You can explore more images related to the 
project here: https://radionproject.com/ 

 
***** 

 
Second World War Evacuee’s – 

 Derick Finch 
 During the Second World War, many 
children living in the big cities and towns were 
moved temporarily from their homes to the 
countryside, places considered safer. The first 
evacuees were moved on the 1 September 1939. 
 Derrick Finch has lived in Basildon for many 
years and remembers clearly when he was 
evacuated in June 1940, 80 years ago at the age of 
eight and considers it the biggest adventure of his 
life. Below is a very short version of his memories 
of this adventure. If you want to read his full story, 
call in at the Green Centre Heritage Office when we 
eventually open - 

It was the third Sunday in June when 
children from my school Cornwell School, Walton 
Road, Manor Park met in the playgrounds to 
embark on a journey to: who knows where. There 
were three buses waiting to take us to the station. 
We were not told where we were going. Tightly 
holding my friend Peggy’s hand, I boarded the bus 
and tearfully waved goodbye to my mum and dad 
and sister. After an hour’s journey we reached 
Paddington Station, hundreds of other children 
each with their gas masks and name labels. We 
were led to our compartment: after a long wait the 

mailto:radionproject@gmail.com
https://radionproject.com/
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train steamed out of the station at 10 a.m. The 
train stopped on the way so we could be given food 
and drink. Notable parts of our journey were 
seeing the sea at Dawlish and crossing the Saltash 
Bridge. We arrived at St Austell at five and were led 
between two rows of scouts forming fences to a 
large goods- shed where we had tea, when we had 
eaten, we were split up into groups to go to 
different villages. We were led out to buses waiting 
for us. About 50 of us boarded a bus with Miss 
Brown our teacher and were taken down winding 
lanes to Pentewan, crossing rivers that looked like 
milk. 

We were taken to a hall where we were 
chosen by people from the village. I found his 
experience very frightening. I was eight years old. I 
felt as if we were being sold; Peggy was chosen but 
not me, I was in tears. However, a lady who 
became Auntie Hannah, to me, spoke to her 
brother (Uncle Charlie) Why don’t you take this 
little boy then he can be next door to his friend. We 
were welcomed as members of the family. Quite 
suddenly I had Gran Crouch, Auntie Etta, Uncle 
Charlie, Aunty Hannah and Uncle Fred. I spent five   
years in Pentewan. Amazingly I went back to visit 
may parents in August, and while I was in London 
two planes bombed Pentewan, one bomb was 
aimed at Aunties house, it landed in the back 
garden and left its fin behind, bounced over the 
wall and blew up the church, severely damaging 
the garage where I spent many hours doing 
carpentry. Had I been in Pentewan I would have 
been killed. Most of my friends went home within 
a year. There were a lot of private evacuees who 
came off their own bat. One of them came from 
Plymouth. His name was John and has become a 
lifelong friend. Over the years I have managed to 
catch up with about ten of my London Friends and 
several private ex-evacuees. Ten of my evac’ 
friends and locals met for a re-union. Alas several 
have died now. I have been going back for holidays 
ever since. I now live in Basildon Essex. I have for 
several years been giving talks to schools, six last 
year.  

Derrick is a very talented man and has 
produced a number of models above is one of the 

Zeppelin L32 going over Great Burstead Church 
before it crashed. If you came to any of our First 
World War events you would have seen it on 
display. 

***** 
 

Witchcraft 
 

The Witchcraft Act of 1542 made Witchcraft an 
offence punishable by death. This act was repealed 
five years later. A new act was created in 1563 and 
demanded the death penalty for anybody found 
guilty for using witchcraft to commit murder. 
 Matthew Hopkins, the Witchfinder General 
began his career in 1644, tracking witches before 
torturing them to obtain a confession. He had been 
influenced by a book call ‘Daemonologie’ written 
by the future King James I. The book described 
demonology and reason for prosecuting anybody 
associated with it. 

Another book, 
‘Malleus Maleficarum’ 
(Hammer of Witches) was 
written by clergyman 
Heinrich Kramer and was 
printed in 1486.  This 
publication laid out reasons 
for why witches should be 
exterminated within 
theological and legal terms. 
Hopkins was responsible 
for many deaths, including 
nineteen in one day in 
Chelmsford, with another 

four dying in prison. 
The area we now think of as Basildon 

Borough was not immune from the witch craze 
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that swept across Europe. During 1574 Dunton 
resident Anne Brewer was accused of witchcraft.  
Unfortunately, there are no details of what the 
accusation was made for or what the outcome 
was. In 1582 Agnes Bryant, of Great Burstead, was 
accused of witchcraft.  She was found guilty of 
bewitching 20 'brewinges of beere'. In 1589 
Thomas Corde of Langdon Hills was also accused. 
Joan Bell of Fobbing was accused in 1592. 
Margaret Prentize of Little Burstead was accused 
in 1605. 

In 1610 John Skaife was also accused of 
Witchcraft. This could be John Skates who was a 
weaver in Billericay and went before the assizes in 
1616. During April 1616 accusations of Witchcraft 
were made by Richard Tarling against John Scates, 
a weaver in Billericay.  His case was heard before 
the Assizes but it is not known what the outcome 
was.  It is thought that Scates died in prison. Mary 
Hurst, a spinster of Nevendon, was accused of 
bewitching William Hodge on 24 May 1653. She 
was found guilty, 'convicted of felony by 
witchcraft' and remanded in gaol until 'she shallbe 
delivered by due course of lawe'. 

The last person executed for witchcraft in 
England was Mary Hurst in 1716, when she was 
hanged along with her daughter.  Scotland 
executed its last witch 20 years later.  Law was 
passed in 1735 making it illegal for anyone in Great 
Britain to accuse another of witchcraft. 

Matthew Hopkins died at his home in 
Manningtree in 1647.  It is likely that he died of 
pleural tuberculosis. 

You can find out more about the 760+ 
people of Essex accused of witchcraft between 
1560 and 1675 on the web site. 
www.witchtrials.co.uk 

 

 

Penal Transportation 
 

Penal transportation was the relocation of 
convicted criminals, or other persons regarded as 
undesirable, to a distant place, often a colony for a 
specified term. Whilst the prisoners may have 
been released once the sentences were served, 

they generally did not have the resources to return 
home. Transportation to America started as early 
as 1610 but ceased around the time of the 
American Revolution 1776 but by 1787 Van 
Diemen’s Land then Australia had taken its place.  

The Essex Family Historian magazine 
informs us the that a James Samuel aged 33 was 
convicted for stealing two ducks in Great Burstead 
and he was sentence to seven years transportation 
on the ‘York’ a Transport Hulk. 

 That was all the information supplied but 
this is where you have to be careful when carrying 
out historical research. You need to check several 
sources to help establish as accurately as possible 
what the situation was. In this instance it would 
appear that he was convicted on 26 August 1839 
of stealing two ducks from property in Great 
Burstead and sentenced to seven years 
transportation. However, it would appear this 
sentence was not carried out and he was actually 
imprisoned at Colchester House of Correction for 
three months on hard labour. 

 
Our research has also checked the voyages of York 
I and York II to Australia from 1829 to 1862 
transporting between them 240 convicts and 
Samuel is not listed among them. 

 
 

 

Jessie Payne -Local Historian 
 

Jessie was born at Goldings Farm, Vange and her 
great-grandfather farmed much of Basildon, 
including the acres where the new Town centre 
now stands. Due to her interest in local history she 

http://www.witchtrials.co.uk/
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was invited to write articles on the history of the 
Basildon area for the Basildon Standard and this 
she did every week from 1954 to 1967.  

She read history with the Open University 
and received her degree in 1978. 

We are research her work at the Heritage 
and in the meantime, we will select for our forth 
coming newsletters one of her pieces. The first 
being ‘When they made cheese on the marshes’ :- 

Large numbers of sheep have always been 
kept on the fields and marshes of the Basildon 
area. Between the two wars sheep were still being 
bred on Vange marshes for their meat and wool. 

At the Domesday Survey there were 214 
sheep on the three Basildon manors and in the 14th 
Century, North Benfleet just outside the Basildon 
boundary, was a centre for the wool trade selling a 
quantity of wool and woolen cloth: 180 ewes, 10 
rams and 162 lambs were on the North Benfleet 
manor in 1338/9. 

Not much is known about the local breeds 
of sheep of the Middle Ages, but they were 
probably similar to the Thanet and Romney sheep 
of the Thirteenth Century. They had a heavy fleece 
with a lot of oil in the wool. 

Butter and cheese was made on the 
marshes from the ships milk. The cheeses was 
extremely hard and kept well, but it had a strong, 
unpleasant flavour, known as “White meat”, it 
ceased to be made after the 18th century. 

The rent of a marsh in Bowers Gifford was 
a wey (336lb) of cheeses; this was paid to the Priory 
of the Blessed Mary of Southwark. Southwark 
Cathedral was the priory church. 

Records of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Centuries of sheep being washed and sheep-
stealing. In 1597 the two church wardens of 
Bowers Gifford were in trouble for not reporting 
Roger Boone for washing sheep on Sunday “in 
service time” and in 1603 Jane Kendall was joking 
with her master while washing sheep in “a salt 
creek” at Bowers Gifford when she fell in the water 
and wav drowned. In 1656 George Maule, the 
Vange Rector, had three sheep stolen from his 
grounds by a Fobbing man. 

Sheep and wool were frequently mentioned 
in wills, Joan Gylman in 1584 left her godson a 
black sheep and Annes Joas a pound of wool. Henry 
Eliot of Vange, in 1606 left eight fat ewes to be sold 
to pay his debts and John Sandell’s wife in 1588 
was left forty ewes, she could choose at his farm 
called Little Barstable. The Town Centre stands on 
this farm site. 

             
            ***** 

 
Buildings of Historical Interest – Listed 

Laindon Ponds – Wash Road, Laindon – Is a late 
C16 or early C17, grade II 2 storey timber-framed 
and plaster house. The date on the gate indicates 
that it was built in 1580.The west front was altered 
in the C18 along with other changes to the building 
in the C20. It is now faced in roughcast with a tiled 
roof. Its’ moat still runs round three quarters of the 
property it is only the road frontage (Wash Road) 
where the moat is missing. It is still a very attractive 
building. 
 
Chantry House, High Street, Billericay – Is a grade 
II, timber-framed house built around 1510. It is   
believed to have been the site of the Priest’s house 
and it is possible that Christopher Martin who was 
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involved with the ‘Mayflower’ and the Pilgrim 
Fathers who sailed to America in 1620 lived there. 
Martin was responsible for the provisions for the 
‘Mayflower’ and it is believed that the Essex 
contingent met there the night before they left to 
join the ship. Those from the surrounding area who 
went with Martin were, his wife Marie, step-son 
Solomon, servant John Langemore, Peter Browne, 
Richard Britteridge plus two others who lived in 
neighbouring Little Burstead. 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stockwell Hall, Tye Common Road, Little Burstead 
– Grade II*, formerly owned by the Earl of 
Mexborough. It is a C16-C17 timber-framed and 
plastered house, re-fronted in the C18. On the east 
gable there is a small C18 bellcote and below, in 
the gable, a large clock face with the figures 
originally made of blackened bones, but now 
largely replaced by wood. At the West end there is 
an external chimney stack rebuilt at the top, with 
diagonal shafts. The interior has fine C16-C17 and 
C18 features including C16-C17 panelling doors 
and richly carved fireplaces. There is also the 
remains of a moat 

 

****** 

Vange Well Number 5 
 

In our June 2020 newsletter number 35 we wrote 
a short article on Vange Well Number 5, referred 
to locally as ‘Cash’s Well’. Below is a poem by Sue 
Ranford on the well. 
 
 

Cash’s Well 
In the woodland hidden away 

An amazing structure, built in the day 
When bracing winds and sea-blown breezes 
Were thought to cure all sorts of diseases. 
And fresh, spring water was just the thing 

To cure T.B. and hopefully bring 
Fame and fortune and untold good health. 
So, beneath the dome ‘Cash’ built his well  

And bottled the water he hoped to sell. 
But nearby the hospital pipes were leaking, 

And into the water raw sewage was seeping. 
So ‘Cash’s’ wells were doomed to fail 
But the ruin lives on to tell the tale. 

 
By Sue Ranford (BBHS Volunteer)  

 
***** 

New release’s  
 

 
This book covers Laindon and the 

surrounding district, through the poetic words of 
local people’s fond memories of the area going 
back over 150 years. There is a unique story being 
told, either about a day in their lives or something 
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closer to their hearts. With information of the 
authors and additional snippets on the history of 
the area referred to in the poems. 

The area we knew as children is now 
unrecognisable. I hope that this journey through 
the past in both poetry, photographs and snippets 
will bring some nostalgic pleasure to those that 
lived through it and give an idea of what it was like 
to the younger generations. 

Retail price is £13.99 or £10 if you collect it 
from the Green Centre, Wat Tyler when we are 
open plus postage if we have post it. 

***** 
 

2021 Calendar 

 
 
The front cover is a photograph of Marks Hill 
Nature Reserve at bluebell time. Our January 
photograph is following the ‘famous people’ 
theme as in previous years. This year it is Eamonn 
Martin, the last British man to win the London 
Marathon. 
 

The calendar is available at the Green Centre, Wat 
Tyler at the same price as last year £6 plus 
postage if we have to post. If you would like one 
and cannot get down to the Green Centre email: - 
Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com. 
February…..Clown Cricketers – Laindon Flower 
Show 
March…….Memorial Hall – Laindon 
April………..Laindon Railway Bridge 
May…………Kathleen Hairdressers – Langdon Hills 
June…………George Siggers Junior on his tractor – 
Langdon Hills 
July………….Group-Sanatorium Wootton Farm 
August……..Coach Outing – Fortune of War 

September……Spires Supply Stores – Laindon 
October…………Laindon Post Office 
November……..Basildon Samaritans 
December………Laindon Shopping Centre. 

***** 
Basildon Fountain 

Dead! And the fountain mourns 
This poor cold thing which so forlornly lies, 

Unlovely in its naked wantonness, 
Above the littered poll; 

And the child, poor fool, 
Sitting astride his mother’s breast, 

Seeks, but in vain, the comforting embrace 
Of these cold arms, while tears of bitterness 

Spring, not from his sightless eyes 
But from the tufted peaks of hair. 

To cling and drop, and cling and drop again 
Like rain, over his downcast face. 

Yet when the first cold tears of winter fall 
In pitying softness to the earth beneath, 
And the pool’s filth is covered with a pall 

Of glittering ice; while, like an ivory sheath. 
The snow enwraps the fountain-top, the forms 

below; 
Then may the skies, at last, look down and see 

Some beauty in the distraught symmetry 
By Isabel Taylor 

This poem appeared in the publication ‘A First 
Anthology of Basildon Verse’ by the Basildon Civic 
Arts Society in 1964. 

 
 

***** 
 
 

mailto:Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com
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Booklets 
 

Since the last newsletter we have produced the 
following booklets which we sell between 50p and 
2.50p depending on their thickness, it just helps to 
cover our costs: - 

• Growing up in Vange 

• Arthur G Vickers of Laindon – 419 
Squadron. 

• Basildon and the Battle of Waterloo 

• Adolf Hitler – The early years 

• Basildon and the Burma Railway 

• The Thirty-Eight Nurses and beyond. 
• The Mayflower and its connection to 

Basildon Borough. 
• Little Burstead in the Past 
• Battle of Benfleet 
• The History of the Burstead. 
• Growing up in Vange 

 
***** 

Volunteers-Members 
  

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers 
to help with our research, digitizing our 
photographs, typing up individual memories, 
sorting and presenting out displays, helping out at 
various events etc; why not call in at our Heritage 
Office in the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see 
what we get up to. Our opening times are Monday 
and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 
10am – 3.30pm.  
You can also become a member - £1 annual 
membership or £10 life membership. 
Currently closed due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic but we are able to accept visitors by 
appointment. 
 

 Future Newsletters 
 

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy of our 
future newsletters by email please let us know by 
sending in an email or speak to one of our 
volunteers, or if you know of anybody else who 
would like a newsletter email please let us know. 

Facebook 
 

Though our office is currently closed we are still 
putting on our Facebook page – ‘Basildon Heritage’ 
– interesting snippets most days so why not have a 
look and add your comments and memories.  
 

General Data Protection 
Regulations. (GDPR) 

 
In accordance with the latest General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge any personal 
information to third parties without prior approval and 
you will be able to request at any time removal from 
our mailing list. 
 

WEB Site 
 

Why not check out our web site, we list all the 
parishes in the Borough and where their names 
come from, previous newsletters, links to other 
Heritage sites etc etc:- Web site: 
www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email: - 
Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com. 
 

Donations 
 
Unable to receive visitors because of Corvid Virus 
we have had to find other ways of bringing in 
income for consumables e.g. ink, paper, 
photographic paper etc. With Christmas coming 
along many of you will be shopping on-line, you 
could help us at no cost to yourself by signing up to 
“Give as you Live” also If you buy on Amazon, 
instead of going to Amazon to search for your item, 
always go to Amazon smile and add Basildon 
Borough Heritage Society as your charity of 
choice and then shop as usual. You only need to do 
this once and then shop as usual at Amazon smile 
Thank you.   
 
Basildon Heritage will receive a small amount for 
every pound you spend at no cost to yourselves. 
 

                  

                         

mailto:Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com


 

10 
 

 
-- 
 
 


