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In remembrance of his Royal Highness 
Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh 

 
The death of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
will be missed by people from all four corners of 
the world, for he was a pillar of British society and 
a true Briton. He was more than a unique 
character, a successful Navy Commander during 
World War II, a career he gave up for love and 
devotion to his wife, Queen Elizabeth. He had been 

a stalwart to not just Queen Elizabeth but to the 
whole nation. 
 
We have put a small display together covering his 
visits to Basildon and we have a tree that we will 
plant in his honour in June on a Saturday near his 
birth date. He will be remembered as the people’s 
Prince and undoubtedly remembered very fondly 
by all. 
 

Poem – Prince Philip 
 

The Prince has been a pillar of strength 
Working behind the scene, 

Attending events all over the world, 
Always supporting our Queen. 

 
Our thoughts wind back through all the years 

To the awards he's given away, 
A vision of life for the future, 
Inspiring the youth of today. 

 
And now the Prince is sorely missed 

For his humour and loyalty, 
A role no other could ever fill, 

He leaves us his legacy. 
 

By Sue Ranford 
 

Rest in Peace, HRH Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, 10th June 1921 – 9th April 2021 

 
Coronavirus Pandemic Update 

 
Volunteers were allowed back into our office in 
April although the Green Centre building is still 
closed to the public and if anybody wants to visit 
to see our display or discuss any matters with us an 
appointment has to be made. We hope this 
situation will change soon. However, all our 
volunteers have been working just as hard either 
at home or when they can get into the office.  
 
The situation has allowed us more time to continue 
to improve our website, hopefully adding 
additional articles of interest. Our Facebook page 
has continued to attract interest and is now 
receiving on average 1300 hits daily. In many cases 
we have been able to contact the individuals who 
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have been able to provided us with additional 
historical facts or memories of the Borough. 
 
Improvements have been made to our display area 
which we hope members of the public will enjoy 
when they are able to return. 
 
We have had considerable increase in various 
groups, schools and the council contacting us for 
help and advice. For Example – during May we will 
be involved in projects at Vange and Northlands 
Schools. Vange School is a after school project 
dealing with the problems of plastic. We will be 
visiting the school and their work will be displayed 
at the Green Centre. Northlands School will be a 
photographic display on one of their walls of the 
Borough and to help encourage the children to 
take an interest in the heritage of their local area. 
From the middle of May to the middle of June we 
will be heavily involved with an Art funded Estuary 
2021 project where we will be displaying and 
giving talks and walks around the old Explosive 
Trail at Wat Tyler Park. Refer to section on Estuary 
2021 for further information. 
 
We are also working on a council initiative ‘Radion 
Project which will be displayed when the new 
cinema in the town center is open. For further 
information refer to the section on the ‘Radion 
‘Project. 
 
One of the amazing contacts which we have 
referred to in previous newsletters is with two 
Genealogy Societies in California whereby a 
member has been able to help them out with 
family history research. The initial contact was 
made when we were contacted back in June 2020. 
Zoom meetings have taken place weekly ever 
since. We also still receiving approaches from 
Europe and Australia. 
 
We have continued to write articles for the Echo, 
Community Connection Magazine for the Basildon, 
Billericay & Wickford CVS., Friends of Langdon Hills 
Newsletter and we have currently written an 
article for the ‘Believe in Basildon’ Magazine that 
is replacing the ‘Together Magazine’. 
 

Finally, we will be taking part in the Bowers 
Gifford Walking Fayre on Sunday 30 May between 
10am and 2 pm. It will be like a walking car boot 
sale. The idea is to get people out and walking in 
family groups. Tables will be in the front gardens 
or driveways. Our table will be in Westlake 
Avenue and so far, they have approximately 30 
tables – bric-a-brac, plant stalls, handicrafts, St 
Luke’s Hospice etc. 
 

Estuary 2021 
 

Estuary 2021 is a large-scale arts festival that 
celebrates the lives, landscapes and histories of 
the spectacular Thames Estuary. It is taking place 
on the river itself and along the 107 miles of South 
Essex and North Kent coastline, contemporary 
artworks, discussion and events explore and 
respond to powerful themes resonant to the 
estuary. 

 

  
 
Artworks set in the landscape, online and within 
Covid-safe venues, explore the estuary through 
the lens of contemporary concerns, including 
climate justice, protest and rebellion, imperial 
legacy and the rich, often overlooked stories of its 
diverse communities, bringing new audiences to a 
deeper understanding of the estuary. 
 
The project is a partnership between estuary-
based arts organisations, Metal (South Essex) and 
Cement Fields (North Kent). 
 
The programme for the Wat Tyler Park area 
commences on Saturday 22 May to Sunday 13 June 
2021. If interested check their website ‘Estuary 
Festival.com’. 
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Radion Project 

 
Radion is a collaborative project that explores 
Basildon’s past and present with a focus on nature 
and heritage within the Borough. 
 
Basildon Borough Heritage, Basildon Borough 
History, its volunteers and local people have been 
suggesting pieces of heritage past and present to 
be celebrated and remembered within the 
Borough. These images have been used to create a 
panoramic visual depicting an alternative skyline of 
Basildon’s heritage from a chronological 
perspective. 

 

  
 
 
Students from ten local primary schools including 
Ryedene, Lee Chapel, Millhouse, Fairhouse, 
Pionner, Janet Duke, Noak Bridge, Great Berry, 
Northlands and Ghyllgrove School have all been 
exploring the importance of nature through leaf 
rubbings and identification. The nature panorama 
depicts key green spaces around the borough with 
each leaf inserted having been made by a different 
child. 
 
Both the nature and heritage visuals will be 
displayed on a lenticular screen beside the new 
cinema in the town center. Accompanying the 
screen will be a series of QR (Quick Response) 
codes which intend to animate the screen, from an 
audio history tour spoken by local people, a nature 
map showing where each school’s leaf can be 
found and more. 
 
You can find further information and activities at 
the project website: www.radionproject.com 

  

Jessie K Payne (Article) 
 

WHEN FRENCHMEN OWNED MOST OF THE 
BASILDON AREA. 

 
When William the Conqueror was crowned at 
Westminster on Christmas Day, 1066, the Anglo-
Saxon landowners in the Basildon district may well 
have shook in their shoes, for nearly all of them 
were to lose their land to William’s Norman 
followers. 
 
One big Norman landholder in the area is 
portrayed in the famous Bayeux Tapestry which he 
probably commissioned; the half-brother of the 
Conqueror, Ode, Bishop of Bayeux, the greedy 
prelate who fought at the Battle of Hastings, was 
duly rewarded with 216 lordships; among them 
were Manors at Vange, Barstable, Basildon, 
Dunton, Great Burstead, Ramsden and Wickford. 
 
William, the Bishop of London, came to London 
with the mother of the Confessor and it was largely 
owing to his influence that London submitted to 
William and so he, too, was rewarded and among 
other Manors was given Laindon and Little 
Burstead. 
 
Ralph Peveril, who held Manors at Vange and 
Bowers Gifford, married the beautiful Ingelrica, 
the cast-off love of the Conqueror, and this is 
supposed to have been the cause of many estates 
being given to him. 
 
Suen, Sheriff of Essex, a son of Robert FitzWimark, 
Breton favourite of Edward the Confessor, had 

http://www.radionproject.com/
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manors at Basildon, Langdon and Wickford. He 
built his castle at Rayleigh probably to hold down 
the Saxon population. 
 
Ramsden Bellhouse was given to Robert Gernon, a 
Norman warrior descended from the house of 
Boulogne. 
 
One Runwell manor came into the hands of Count 
Eustace of Boulogne and Adeloff de Marc held it of 
him. The de Marc family were a younger branch OF 
THE VICOMTES, Marcj near Calais. 
 
None of these French overlords lived on their 
manors, but they probably visited them to 
consume their produce. 
 

  
 
Vange Church may have been built by Ralph, son 
of Turold, Bishop Odo’s tenant, and it still has its 
four-feet thick chancel arch and a blocked Norman 
window. It probably had paintings on its walls 
when first built. Little Burstead Church has a 
Norman window in the north wall of the chancel, a 
reminder of its Norman origin. 
 

Essex is a hotspot for treasure finds. 
(Newspaper report) 

 
Essex is still one of the country’s hot-spots for 
treasure finds, with hundreds of discoveries made 
in 2019. 
 
Fortune hunters and metal detectorists made 82 
discoveries over the year, data from the British 
museum and the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport shows – the country’s fourth-
biggest haul. 
 

A total 570 finds were reported in Essex since 
records began in 2012. The Treasure Act currently 
defines treasure as finds older than 300 years and 
made of gold or silver, or found with artefacts 
made of precious metals. But the Government 
announced recently that a new definition would be 
introduced to ensure artefacts are defined as 
treasure if they are “of historical or cultural 
significance”. 
 

Test your knowledge 
 

Back in 1960 the local paper did a test your 
knowledge quiz, we thought it would be a good 
idea over the next few newsletters repeat the 
question and see if you can answer them without 
using the internet or checking the answers on page 
7 
 

1. What is the name of the famous river which 
runs through Egypt? 

2. Lake Leman is the native name given to a 
European lake – what is its real name? 

3. What is a baby elephant called? 
4. What is a Chinese Boat Called? 
5. What is the national flower of France? 
6. The name of the Royal estate where polo is 

very often played. 
7. Which famous King founded the Knights of 

the Round Table 
8. How long is a cricket pitch? 

 
Day in History – 4th January 

 
Monday 4th – 1785. Jacob Grimm, the eldest of the 
Grimm brothers, was born on this day in 1785. His 
brother, Wilhelm, was born this day the following 
year. As young men, the Grimm brothers published 
a series of oral folktales they had collected from 
Germany. Those collections, “Children’s and 
Household Tales”, later became “Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales”. Among the titles in the collection are 
“Hansel and Gretel”, Snow White”, “Little Red 
Riding Hood”, and “Sleeping Beauty”. 
 
Tuesday 5th – 1957. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower called for a new U.S. Policy in the 
Middle East. Known as the “Eisenhower Doctrine” 
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to meet the increased danger of international 
Communism. 
 
Wednesday 6th -1925. Long-distance runner Paavo 
Nurmi of Finland set two world records at his first 
appearance in the United States. Known as the 
“Flying Finn”, set a  new indoor record for the mile 
with a time of 4:13.5. and in the 5,000-metre race 
completed his second indoor world record with a 
time of 14:44.6. 
 

Passchendaele Museum Magazine 
 

If you have kept up to date with previous 
newsletters you will be aware that for the past 
seven years, we have partnered the Basildon 
Twinning Association on their ‘Forget Never’ 
project based on the First World War. One of the 
places we visited with students from the Borough, 
Germany and France while visiting cemeteries and 
other sites in France and Belgium was 
Passchendaele Museum, Zonnebeke. We along 
with the British Twinning Association are now a 
member of the museum and we have received our 
first magazine in English (number 3 Spring 2021). 
 

  
On page nine of the magazine is a photograph of a 
depression in the ground near Great Burstead of 
an unfortunate German who fell out of the 
Zeppelin gondola that was shot down in the night 
of 23-24 September 1916. The L32 Zeppelin was 
shot down by Lieutenant Frederick Sowrey, killing 
all 22 of the crew. The crew were initially buried at 
Great Burstead on the 27th September but their 
remains were later reinterred at Cannock Chase 
German Military Cemetery in Staffordshire in the 
1960s.  
 

On the same night Zeppelin L33 was shot down 
over Little Wigborough near Colchester by Anti-
Aircraft fire. The Zeppelin landed, set on fire by the 
crew who were later captured. 
 
 

 
 
 

  
German Graves at great Burstead Church. 

 
Bluebell Time 

 

  
Spring is a beautiful time and no more so than 
walking through Langdon Hills Country Park during 
bluebell time. 

 

 
 

Another poem from our Sue: 
Bluebells 

 
A magical scene unfurls in the woodland 
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Coating the ground in a carpet of blue, 
Creatures stir in the warmth of springtime, 

I wonder if wildlife can see colours too? 
 

A misty haze of violet bluebells 
Nod their heads in the ghost of a breeze, 
A narrow path winds its way through the 

woodland 
Between the trunks of tall, slender trees. 

 
Beside the path some stalks lay flattened 

Where a vixen and cubs have been, 
Honing their skills in playful fashion, 

The creeping back to their lair unseen. 
 

As sunlight filters down through the forest, 
Shining on patches of bluebells there, 
Nothing stirs in the shadowy stillness, 

A silent wonder for all to share. 
 

New Releases 
 

Basildon’s Famous People – Volume Two –  
 

  
This is the second book in the series of famous 
people who have or had a connection to the 
Borough of Basildon. The criteria being those 
people who have become nationally or 
internationally known. The first book covered fifty-
one names, this book covers another fifty and 
there is more to come. Whether you are aware of 
these people, depends on your personal interests. 
 
During our research we came across the following 
statement by Julian Read in Essex Life:- ‘Over the 

last century, Essex has been home to many 
remarkable people prominent in the world of 
music, sport, art and drama’. We would go further 
and say over the centuries, the Basildon area has 
been the home of many remarkable people and 
add, authors, engineers, politicians, 
educationalists, business people, religious people, 
archaeologists and military personnel. 
 
The book retails at £13.99 but if you collect it from 
the Heritage Centre at the Green Centre or we can 
deliver £10.00, if we have to post it will be £13.99. 
 

Answers to test your Knowledge 
 

1. River Nile 
2. Lake Geneva 
3. A calf 
4. A Junk 
5. The Lily 
6. Windsor Great park 
7. King Arthur 
8. 22 yards. 

 
Give yourself a pat on the back if you got them 
alright without cheating. 
 

Booklets 
Being back in the office means that we have been 
able to produce a few more booklets: 

Ghost of Basildon 
Growing up in Vange 

History of Little Burstead 
Wat Tyler Country Park – The explosive trail/tale 

 

 Future Newsletters 
 

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy of our 
future newsletters by email, please let us know by 
sending in an email or speak to one of our 
volunteers, or if you know of anybody else who 
would like a newsletter email, please let us know. 
Previous newsletter are on our web site. 
 

 
WEB Site 

 
Why not check out our web site, we list all the 
parishes in the Borough and where their names 
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come from, previous newsletters and links to other 
Heritage sites - www.basildonheritage.org.uk. 
 
Since our last newsletter we have added the 
following research documents to the site:  

Basildon Train Stations 
Basildon Cricket Clubs 

Basildon Football Clubs 
Vange Well No. 5 
Vange Reservoir 

 
Facebook 

 
We are still putting on our Facebook page – 
‘Basildon Heritage’ – interesting snippets most 
days so why not have a look and add your 
comments and memories.  
 

General Data Protection 
Regulations. (GDPR) 

 
In accordance with the latest General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge any personal 
information to third parties without prior approval and 
you will be able to request at any time removal from 
our mailing list. 
 

Volunteers-Members 
  

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers 
to help with our research, digitizing our 
photographs, typing up individual memories, 
sorting and presenting out displays, helping out at 
various events etc; why not call in at our Heritage 
Office in the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see 
what we get up to. Our opening times are Monday 
and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 
10am – 3.30pm.  
 
You can also become a member - £1 annual 
membership or £10 life membership. 
 
We are Currently closed due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic but we are able to accept visitors by 

appointment  

 
Who we are? 

 
Founded March 2007-Registered Charity 
No. 1176037 

 
Just in case you do not know who we are - we are 
a group of like-minded volunteers who believe that 
our culture and heritage is central to a sustainable 
community. We aim to preserve our past for the 
enjoyment, interest, and benefit of future 
generations of Basildonians. 
 
We do this by: - 

• Collecting memories from people who have 
lived in the area for a long time. 

• Collect photographs and other artifacts 
used at the various exhibitions we hold in 
libraries and other venues around Basildon. 

• Give talks to groups interested in their local 
history. 

• We cover the whole of the Borough. 
Our office and on-going displays are at the Green 
Centre, Wat Tyler Country Park. 
 
Trustees and Committee members: - 
 
Ken Porter -Chairman and treasurer 
Jo Cullen – Manger & Minute Secretary 
Tony Ball – Trustee 
Norman Bambridge – Researcher and Trustee 
Wendy Bedwell – Admin and Transcriber 
David Bourner – Researcher and Admin 
Alan Cox – Researcher & Admin 
Richard Gregory – Trustee 
Lewis Jagger – Admin 
Matt Kirby – Admin 
Eric lamb – Researcher 
James Nason – Webmaster & Researcher 
Sue Ranford – Display Artist 
Denise Rowling – Researcher & Admin 
Tyna Thompson - Admin 

 

      

                                             

http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/

