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Coronavirus 

We are a little late with this quarter’s 

newsletter, partly because of the Coronavirus 

Pandemic but the main reason is that we were 

very busy preparing for an extremely busy 

April/May/June period. We had events 

scheduled with the council; (VE Day 

celebrations), Mayfest, Hospital Visits, four 

school visits, Carnivals, Library displays and 

various other organisations events. 

Unfortunately, as you will realise and 

appreciate, all our events up to the end of July 

have been cancelled and our office and display 

area at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler has been 

closed down. Our volunteers have all taken 

work home and we are keeping in touch with 

each other and our Facebook page is still going 

strong.  

We hope you and your families are all well 

and you are following the government’s 

instruction to stay at home and only leave 

home for very limited purposes, such as 

buying food and medicine, exercising once a 

day and seeking medical attention. You can 

travel to and from work but should work from 

home if possible. If you have to leave home, 

you should ensure, wherever possible, that 

you are two metres apart from anyone 

outside of your household. 

It is possible during this time you might find 

yourself with a bit of spare time, so why not 

sort out all your photographs and see if there 

are any that might interest us, also work on 

your memories – good hunting. 

We will let you know through our website and 

Facebook page when we are back working at 

the Green Centre, in the meantime STAY SAFE. 

Poem ……Just an Open Door? 

Nature lives on supremely indifferent 
To the events that plague humankind 

Birds sing their morning song 
Oblivious to cries of the dying 
To which they pay no mind. 

 
Badgers burrow their sets 

In the face of the destruction 
Ant hills rise as our economy dies 

Nature is blind showing no reaction. 
 

Trees blossom and flourish 
In the midst of disease 

Seedlings germinate and flower 
Scent the polluted air 

Seeing none of the suffering 
Nor the despair; 

None of these human events 
Does nature perceive. 

 
When the sun rises  

and Ushers in a new day 
Nature stirs and awakens 

But never sleeps 
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And around the world  
Rivers flow into the oceans and seas 

Where life thrives in abundance 
There for nature to see. 

 
Should humankind perish 

And leave no trace 
Nature will live on steadfastly 
Prospering and replenishing 

Growing and spreading across the World 
AS ever it has done 

With or without the Human Race. 
 

Nature is a natural beauty 
That harbours the deadly; the unseen 

Is, in its repertoire 
The means to end the world 

To teach a lesson 
Or simply to scar? 
To remind us all 

The debt to nature we owe 
To change the way, we live 
And the seeds that we sow. 

 
This world turns regardless 

Moons still governs the tides 
Suns burn and give life 

And eventually die 
With Nature at the wheel 

Humankind can only watch 
And listen in awe 

And wonder at the wonders 
Asking what is it all for? 

This is not the end of the world …. 
 

Just an open door. 
 

By John Mansfield (Volunteer)  

Nature – our woods 

 

During this period of isolation, I have taken 
the opportunity to go out for daily walks 
for exercise, obviously keeping my distance 
when coming across other walkers. My 
walks have taken me to the beautiful 
woods of Langdon Hills, Country Park, 
Marks Hill Nature Reserve, Lincewood and 
the Old Cow fields of Langdon Hills and the 
Essex WildLife Reserve at Dunton. 
 
Although I have walked them many times 
in the past I have not really concentrated 
on their beauty and have not really 
appreciated the hard work the various 
volunteer groups have put in to managing 
them not only for our benefit but for 
nature and the wildlife. The abundance of 
lovely wild flowers: - Primroses, 
Anemone’s, Cowslip, Celandine to name a 
few and of course bluebells that are now 
out in full bloom.  

 
 
Then at various points around the Country 
Park it reminds me of the statement by 
Arthur Young in his book ‘Six Week’s Tour 
in the Southern Counties’ (1767) had to say 
when he stood on its summit of Langdon 
Hills: 
 
“One of the most astonishing prospects to 
behold breaks out almost at once upon 
leaving one of the dark lanes. Such a 
prodigious valley, everywhere painted with 
the finest verdure and intersected with 
numerous hedges and woods, appears 
beneath you, that it is past description; the 
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Thames winding through it, full of ships and 

bounded by the hills of Kent. Nothing can 
exceed it except that 
which Hannibal exhibited to his 
disconsolate troops, when he bade them 
behold the glories of the Italian plains! If 
ever a turnpike road should lead through 
the country, I beg you will go and view this 
enchanting scene, I never beheld anything 
like it in the West of England – that region 
of landscapes!” Since the writing of this, a 
road has been made 
from Chelmsford towards Gravesend, 
passing by this hill; it was twenty-one years 
in turnpike trust, but is now free.” 

 
However, it was not only the flora or the 
views that astonished me but the coppicing 
and clearance work has revealed signs of 
our Plotland Heritage: - plotland footpaths, 
the odd well (safely filled in) and the odd 
pile of building materials. In its heyday it 
must have been a beautiful tranquil place 
to live on the slopes of the hill overlooking 
the surrounding countryside.  No wonder 
this area is often referred to as ‘Basildon’s 
Lung.’ 
 
Ken Porter 13th April 2020 
 

WhatsApp 
 

Our friends the Basildon Twinning 
Associations had a fantastic program of 
events and visits arranged but like us they 
have all been cancelled, so they set up a 
WhatsApp page and friends all over Europe 

have locked into it: - Germany, France, 
Belgium and Italy. Their young members 
have also set up a site and again students 
from the above are also participating. 
 

Monthly Coffee and Memory Meeting 

We held our first Monthly Coffee/Tea and 
Memory Morning on Saturday 1st February 
and what a success it was. Over fifty 
visitors attended and spent between an 
hour and two hours looking at our displays, 
perusing through the old newspapers and 
maps. Some brought their photos to be 
scanned so that they could be added to our 
collection, others having started their 
spring cleaning brought items for our 
collection, maps, documents and books. 
Many met up with old friends they had not 
seen since school days. What is pleasing, is 
many residents who now live overseas 
have notified us through Facebook saying 
they obviously could not attend but 
requesting our quarterly newspaper. 
 
Our second was held on Saturday 7th 
March and was also well attended, we will 
list the dates of our next meetings on our 
Web site, Facebook and subsequent 
newsletters 
 

Essex Curiosities – Anthony Childs 
 
Anthony Childs is a man who lived under 
the rule of seven monarchs and Oliver 
Cromwell and is buried in Ramsden 
Bellhouse churchyard. Described in Mee’s 
“Essex” as “the most remarkable child in 
the village.” He died in 1726, aged 81, and 
had lived through the Civil War (Battles of 
Worcester, Edgehill, Newbury, Marston 
Moor, Nasby and Preston), saw the end of 
the Thirty Years War. The wars with the 
Dutch and with the French, the Monmouth 
insurrection, pestilence that savaged 
London and the Fire of London. He saw the 
comings and goings of Charles I through 
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the short-lived dictatorship of Oliver 
Cromwell, Charles II, James II, William and 
Mary, Anne, George I and finally George II. 
War and peace, the decline of the Stuarts 
and the rise of Hanover, great men and 
small left their marks upon the pages of 
English history – He saw it all! 

 
Childs family graves – St Mary the Virgin – 

Ramsden Bellhouse. 
 

Netherlands/Australia 
 

As you would have read in previous 
Newsletters, we have been in contact with 
historians initially in the Netherlands. Since 
then following on from our research on the 
deaths of POW’s in camps in Japan various 
amateur historians have been in touch 
from New Mexico, California and in 
particular from Yvonne Weston and Helen 
Duggan who are members of the Redland 
Genealogical Society (RGS) in Brisbane, 
Australia. 
 
With regards to the RGS we sent them a 
number of our historic booklets such as 
‘The Peasants Revolt 1381’ and the 
association with Wat Tyler, ‘The Pitsea 
Explosive Factory.’ Another booklet was 
for Helen on her relative from 
Hertfordshire – George Randall and his 
lineage going back to 1830.  
 
Like our friends in the Netherlands we will 
continue to build on our relationship with 
the RGS once the current pandemic is over. 

Queen Victoria, George V and 

George VI  Post Boxes in the 

Basildon Borough 

The following is a list of the above Post 
Boxes in the Basildon Borough as at 
February 2020. The only Victorian Post Box 
is the one that is now in the Parish of Little 
Burstead, (previously Laindon parish) on 
the green at the junction of Laindon 
Common Road and Noak Hill Road. Note: A 
grant form Veolia made it possible for the 
Pillar Victorian Post Box that used to be 
situated outside the Red Cow, General 
Store/Post Office in Dry Street, Langdon 
Hills to be refurbished and re-sited near 
the cottages and barns in Wat Tyler Park, 
Pitsea. It is non-operational. 

Billericay 

1. Western Road - George VI                    

2. Tye Common Road -  George V  

3. Langham Crescent -  George VI           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tye Common Road – George VI 

Great Burstead 

4. Wall of St Magdalene Church – 

George V  

Laindon 

5. Corner of Worthing Rd. and 

Railway Approach. -  George V 

6.  Roberts Road - George V  

7.   Wash Road - George V I  
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Langdon Hills 

8. High Road – George V  

9. Lee Chapel Lane – George VI 

Lee Chapel South 

10. The Knares by the Shops – 

George VI 

Little Burstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.Laindon Common Road – Victoria (V) 

Pitsea 

12. Rectory Road next to Howards 

Park – George V  

Vange 

13.Moss Drive – George VI  

14.Luncies Road - George VI           

 

 

 

 

 

Wickford 

15 Southend Road Shops – George 

VI 

16 Southend Road Wall of C of E 

School – George V 

17 The Broadway by the Swan Hotel 

– George VI 

18 Tescos on The Wick – George VI                                  

  Victorian Post Box – Wat Tyler Park             

 

 

 

Post Office – Dry Street – closed mid 1970s 

 

Westlake Park Audio Bench and 

Memorial Tree. 

The Audio bench (known as the talking 

bench) in Westlake Park, which was 

installed by the Bowers Gifford & North 

Benfleet Parish Council in partnership with 

the Essex County Councils Record Office 

and the Basildon Heritage Group and was 

subsequently vandalised has now been 

repaired. Visitors to the park can sit down 

on the bench and once again pass the time 

of day listening to the stories of those who 
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experienced life living in the parish in a 

bygone era. 

 

The Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet 

Parish Council have also replaced the 

memorial tree in Westlake Park which died 

during the summer due to the heat. The 

original tree had been supplied by the 

Basildon Twinning Association in 2017 to 

commemorate William Gallent, a soldier 

who lived in Bowers Gifford and served in 

WWI. The new tree is an Acer Crimson King 

which when fully grown has deep red 

leaves and will complement the existing 

landscape in the park. 

The Mother and Child Fountain 

The council commissioned a sculpture 
To represent the town 

The mother and child fountain 
Was the one they found. 

 
Designed by Maurice lambert 

 
 

This image of new growth 
Stands proudly in the square 
A symbol of love and hope. 

 
This young and naked female 
Leans back in a playful way, 

Holding aloft her child 
Urging him to play. 

 

 

 
Water spills from the bowl 

And flows into the pool, 
Reflections ripple and merge 

In waters clear and cool. 
 

Now seventy years later 
Our very own icon, 

Is a symbol of new growth 
For generations to come. 

 
By Sue Ranford (BBHS Volunteer) 

Books - Photographs 

We have a selection local books and 

photographs for sale plus a collection of 

small booklets of specific topics researched 

by our volunteers. (10p -£3.00) 

Volunteers-Members 
 

We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers to help with our research, digitising 
our photographs, typing up individual 
memories, sorting out displays, helping out at 
various events etc; why not call in at our 
Heritage/Office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler 
Park to see what we get up to. Our opening 
times are Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -
12.30pm and Saturdays 10am – 3.30pm.  

You can also become a member - £1 
annual membership or £10 life 
membership. 

Currently closed due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
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Future Newsletters 
 

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy of 
future newsletters by email please let us know 
by sending in an email or speak to one of our 
volunteers, or if you know of anybody else who 
would like a newsletter email please let us 
know. 
 

Facebook 
 

Though our office is currently closed we 
are still putting on our Facebook page – 
‘Basildon Heritage’ – interesting snippets 
most days so why not have a look and add 
your comments and memories.  
 
 

General Data Protection 
Regulations. (GDPR) 

In accordance with the latest General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not 
divulge any personal information to third 
parties without prior approval and you will be 
able to request at any time removal from our 
mailing list. 
 
Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email 
k.kfp@btinternet.com. We are also on 
Facebook; Basildon Heritage. 

 
 

 


