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Future Newsletters
If you would like a copy of our future
newsletters by email please let us know by
sending in an email or speak to one of our
volunteers, or if you know of anybody else
who would like a newsletter email please
let us know.
E-mail: kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com

Volunteers-Members
We are always on the lookout for new
volunteers to help with our research,
digitizing our photographs, typing up
individual memories, sorting and
presenting out displays, helping out at
various events etc; why not call in at our
Heritage Office in the Green Centre, Wat
Tyler Park to see what we get up to. Our
opening times are Monday and Wednesday
9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 10am –
3.30pm.

You can also become a member - £1 annual
membership or £10 life membership.

Currently closed due to the Coronavirus
pandemic but we are able to accept visitors
by appointment.

General Data Protection Regulations.
(GDPR)
In accordance with the latest General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not
divulge any personal information to third
parties without prior approval and you will
be able to request at any time removal
from our mailing list.

Front cover: Northlands Park, Pitsea

Basildon Heritage meet most Mondays and
Wednesdays 10am-1pm as well as
Saturdays 11am-3:30pm.

Due to concerns regarding the Coronavirus
Pandemic we are currently closed until
further notice.
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Coronavirus Pandemic

Our Office and display area at the Green
Centre, Wat Tyler Park is still in lockdown.
We are allowed two members of the group
to attend. However, anyone from the public
including our other volunteers must to
make an appointment to visit.

The Green Centre itself is locked, and the
public are not allowed to use the toilets.
The toilets in the main Wat Tyler building
are available.

We are carrying out the necessary
sanitizing of equipment and furniture every
time we are in prior to getting on with our
work. Hopefully it will not last much longer
and we can get back to opening our display
to the public.

Poem
In June’s (35) newsletter we included a
poem on the Coronavirus Lockdown by Sue
Ranford, well we have other members of
the Heritage group who are also talented
writers and on request have come up with
this one.

Unlocked - May 2020
By Mervyn Linford

After weeks in one place
getting to know it better admittedly

I was glad to be released to my old ways
and a familiar river.

To hear again the warblers in the reeds
as swallows skimmed and skittered over 

glass
and golden lilies

was such
a simple sign
of pure relief

from my virtual prison.

The streamer weed was green above the 
gravel

that gleamed in glints as the sun that 
slowly drowned

gave up its hints of fish as Roach and 
Bream

aligned their flanks on the brink of dart 
and dazzle

and the scales of light.
A swan with its wings upheld like a pair of 

sails
followed the wind, as gentle as a prayer,
towards the white and whispered distant 

weir
that flowed with its locks of venerable hair

into the miller’s pool.

And there in the reflections May has gilded
the chavender patrolled the fading light
like treasure buried deep with a mind

remembering what time, like the dragon’s 
lair

has locked and shielded.

Chavender: one of many different local 
names for the chub.

Mervyn lives in Suffolk but is a Basildon
Boy by heart and he joined the Heritage
Group when he called on us to see if there
were any photographs, he could have for
another of his books he was writing
“Basildon New Town, A Memoir 1952 -
1969”. This book and others by him are
available from us at the Green Centre, Wat
Tyler Park. He immediately became a
member and allows us to use his
publishing company Littoral Press for any
books which we wish to publish. He has
had 29 books currently published – Just
another one of our talented group.
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The Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society (SBCGS)

In May of this year we were contacted by
Lorraine West of the Santa Barbara County
Genealogical Society in California,
requesting information of her ancestors
from the Southend area, which she, and
other members of her family had visited
some years ago.

Since then, we have been researching,
jointly, with her, including Zoom meetings,
telephone discussions and emails as well as
the collective postal services of both
countries, in order to expand and confirm
that knowledge.

We were also invited to become individual
members of their society, to which we have
suggested that membership could be at the
more strategic society level and await their
action on this. However, Lorraine has
suggested that we may consider giving a
Zoom Lecture at some future time, which
we would happily do.

Irish ancestry, which will follow, when we
have completed more with Lorraine West.

One of the booklets we have created in
this context is a history of the Rochford
Hundred, which of course has some
twenty-four parishes in it ranging from
Hadleigh to Foulness or perhaps the
Thames to the Crouch and of course
borders the current Borough of Basildon,
Barstable as then.

The SBCGS were formed in 1972, to foster
an interest in family history through
education and research and the
preservation of local records and artefacts
to enhance understanding of individuals
and their history. It, of course, precedes
the Basildon Borough Heritage Society but
the ethos of both, is exactly the same.

At that time, it was their
AGM, which the
incoming President
Connie Burns (left)
arranged for us to
attend, virtually, of
course, and later she
also asked us to
research some of her
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The Battle of The Somme – 75th Anniversary

1ST July is the 75th anniversary of the
beginning of The Battle of The Somme and
Lochnagar Crater on the Somme is an
International Peace and Reconciliation Site.

In La Boisselle Viggage on 1st July 1916 at
07.28, British Sappers (tunnellers) exploded
huge mines under the German Trenches.
Thousands of German soldiers died, many
of whom, never been found. The Germans
were quick to occupy the crater from their
reserve trenches, ensuring that huge
numbers of the British troops attempting
to take the position were also killed.

On 1st July every year, Richard Dunning
hosts a vigil at the crater, in France. This
year the event had to be cancelled due to
the Covid pandemic. Instead, Richard
issued a challenge to see if groups,
organisations and individuals could video
themselves reading out the “Lochnagar
Promise”

The Lochnagar Promise to the Fallen:
‘I promise to honour all those who fell

and to strive each day
to make the world around us

a place of more compassion and kindness;
respect and tolerance; forgiveness

and reconciliation.
Let us now, in their honour, wage peace.

The Forget Never Project organized its
members to participate remotely. Videos
were received from Stephen Metcalf MP,
Laurent Guillaume the Twinning Chairman
from Meaux, students from the
Gesamtschule in Heiligenhaus as well as
from Beauchamps High School in
Wickford, Greensted Junior School and a
Year 6 “bubble” from Vange Primary
School.

In the morning of 1st July, a gathering
(social distancing maintained) around the
Basildon copy of the “The Empty Chair”
was held at Wat Tyler Park, Pitsea.
Councillor David Burton-Sampson,
Basildon’s Mayor, was joined by students
from Woodlands School in Basildon and
Vange primary School, a sea Cadet
Instructor and members of the Forget
Never project to hold a short ceremony.

It seemed to be an ideal location to be a
site to dedicated to peace and
reconciliation, when the site was bought by
Richard Dunning MBE. The Basildon Forget
Never Project (2014-2019), headed by
Stephen Metcalfe MP, has a permanent
memorial to the work of the community
during the First World War
Commemorations.

It is called “The Empty Chair”, the project
has been a collaborative effort between
the communities of Basildon, Heiligenhaus
in Germany and Meaux in France. The
three towns are twinned with each other.
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The Battle of The Somme – 75th Anniversary

The Mayor read out the promise and
students and members of the Forget Never
Project read out the names of the Basildon,
Heilgenhaus and Meaux soldiers who fell
on that day.

The following is a speech read out by
Callum from Billericay School but written
by one of the Basildon young ‘Twinners’
Luke Elmes who has participated in many
of the Forget Never Project events over the
past five years.

“It is no wonder 104 years on, many of us
still gather to remember the horrors of the
Great War and the sobering lessons it
taught us. Battlefields and people alike still
bear the scars of one of the World’s most
destructive sequences of events that led to
the further crippling Second World War.

For this reason, it pains us to see that some
still believe race, gender, religion and
upbringing are ample reason to divide us.
They have forgotten how religion, land, old
disputes and pure hunger for power and
control have played a vigorous catalyst to
man’s extensive destruction of nature and
each other.

It’s vital we remember we are imperfect
and are bound to fall into disagreement
and dispute. It is VITAL that we NEVER
descend into chaos and tyranny allowing
pride and pain to cloud our judgement. We
should hold our fellow people accountable
for each other’s actions and attitudes.

This chair is a poignant reminder, a tribute
to the brave men who never returned
home. Forged by a German craftsman, led
by British organisation and situated in
picturesque French landscape, the chair
acts as a symbol for all the nations. Maybe
it plants the seed, what if we all banded
together and showed the World what unity
can achieve. Imagine what it would look
like if we truly discarded greed,
complacency and selfishness and
embraced friendship, unity and innovation.

I, the people around me and many more
who have dedicated time, money and
simple hard work within the Twinning
Association believe this is possible. We will
frequently look back to this chair along the
way to never forget history and reach for
reconciliation”

All visitors to Wat Tyler Park are welcome
to come and visit “The Empty Chair”
outside the Green Centre and chat to
members of Basildon Borough Heritage
Group.
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VE and VJ Day 75th Anniversary

VE Day 8th May and we did not mention it
in our June newsletter our only excuse is
that we had so many events scheduled for
that weekend of celebration which got
cancelled and we all got wrapped up in the
lockdown. But like everybody else we have
been deeply moved by the actions of our
new national hero Captain Sir Tom Moore.
We must however remember our local
heroes, Don Sheppard for one who was
100 on the 4th May.

The following poem appeared in the
Southend Times and Recorder on 19 July
1944. I think a little premature considering
D Day only commenced on the 6th June
1944.

“V-Day” AHOY!
By W.F. HOLME

Lift up your hearts; your voices raise,
For we approach victories days,

And up and down our native Land,
In-fact, we, soon may hear the news

“Tomatoes purchased minus queues”.
Meanwhile (authority be praised):
In certain parts the ban is raised:

Also, our tables may be laid
With sausages of pre-war grade.

And lastly, but by no means least,
The bacon rations is increased.

Whilst VE Day (Victory in Europe) marked
the end of the war in Europe in May 1945,
many thousands of Armed Forces
personnel were still engaged in bitter
fighting in the Far East.

It was another 3 months before victory
was achieved in the wake of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombs –
15th August marks the day Japan
surrendered in 1945 which in-effect
ended the Second World War.

Casualties are the brutal reality of
warfare. The number of deaths resulting
from the Second World War remains
uncertain, but was estimated to be 70 to
85 million people. Of these, around 22
million were military deaths while the
remainder were civilians killed during
military operations. This represented
about 3% of the total world population at
the time. Casualties in the far east
numbered around 36 million or 50% of
the total casualties.

Unfortunately, Victory over Japan has
been more muted, in contrast to the
jubilation in Europe. Basildon Borough
lost 25 men fighting in the far east against
the Japanese’s

So, on the 15th August please try and find
a way to commemorate those Heroes
who fought and died in the Far East, even
if it is only the raising of a glass of wine.

Commemoration outside Don’s House
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Local Archaeology 

Archaeology update from the ‘The Essex
Society for Archaeology & History’
quarterly Transaction publication – Volume
9 (fourth series) -2018

Updating the Mesolithic in Essex –
Nevendon Washlands, Nevendon.

Excavation on the Nevedon Washlands site
recovered numerous Mesolithic flints from
a buried ploughed soil which sealed Middle
and Late Bronze age features. It is evident
therefore, that the flints were residual, but
it is probable that they derived from the
original land-surface on the site. The flints
comprised a range of toolkit elements,
including a pick, an axe and adze, scrapers,
etc. The largely decorticated flint was
brought to Nevendon Washlands, which is
not geologically a flint-rich area, and
further processed, as evidenced by the
blade cores, and core tools. The range of
flint implements present would suggest a
settlement in the immediate vicinity. A
possible Late Mesolithic structure was
identified by the excavator. This comprised
a small, oval-shaped stake hole structure
with no direct dating evidence, although
Late Mesolithic flints were recovered from
the vicinity. The site located on the
watershed of the Crouch to the north and
the Thames to the south. The edge of the
site is formed by a small tributary of the
Crouch.

Basildon, Land at Nethermayne, Phase 3A
(TQ 69654 87210)

Two preceding trial-trench evaluations, in
2006 and 2015, were completed across the
c.74ha development site of the former
Longwood Riding School and Equestrian
Centre.

Subsequent excavation within the Phase 1
Development area was completed in 2016.
These previous works encountered ditches
and pits indicative of multi-period
occupation during the Neolithic, Bronze
Age, Iron Age, Roman and Early Saxon
periods. Excavation within Phase 3A, in
2018, investigated a c1.5ha area of
concentrated remains identified by the
2006 evaluation. The earliest phase of land
use activity, indicated by a small number
of pits, was of Late Bronze Age to Earliest
Iron Age date. Late Iron Age/Early Roman
activity was demonstrated by a small
number of pits and ditches in the north
and east of the excavation area. In
addition, concentrated towards the north
of the site, were seven Urned cremation
burials, at least four of which were of Late
Iron Age/Early Roman transition date.
These likely constituted a small,
unenclosed cemetery. A small number of
ditches, pits. Post holes and a further
cremation burial in the north of the area
were indicative of land use activity
continuing into the later Roman period
(2nd-4th centuries). The majority of
recorded features dated to the Early Saxon
Period (5th-7th centuries) and were
concentrated in the east and centre of the
excavation area. These comprised a
number of ditches, pits and a possible
occupation layer/sunken-featured building,
likely associated with Saxon ditches
previously recorded to the north-east in
2006, and suggestive of settlement
occupation.
James Alexander.
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Local Archaeology 

Billericay, Roman Way (TQ 67460 93950)

Preceding archaeological evaluation of the
c.0.52ha site, in 2017, recorded a possible
pit and an overlying buried soil horizon
containing a shard of Roman or medieval
pottery, under modern made-ground and
topsoil.

The watching brief was focused on two
open de-contamination areas in the east of
the site and on four adjoining house plots
at the west end. Roman period features
were recorded in the east of the site and
consisted of four ditches and a pit. Pottery
recovered from these features suggests
two phases of activity: the earlier dating to
the 1st century AD and the latter to the
early 3rd century AD.

Listed Buildings of Interest

Fore Riders – Old Nevendon Road – Is a
grade ll small C16 timber-framed house,
altered in the C18 and later, it is now
weather boarded. There is a crossing with a
jettied upper storey at the south end.
Casement windows with lattice lead-lined
lights (C20). Roof tiled. The interior has
exposed timber-framing. The name is
probably associated with Richard Forridere,
who lived there in 1327.

Traces can still be seen of the moat that
formally surrounded the house. The house
can just be seen through the conifer trees
from the A127.

Nevendon Manor – Nevendon – Is a
Grade ll and was formerly known as Little
Broomfords Manor. The sale of the manor
is recorded in 1419 and it is possible that a
house stood on the site at this time.

The present house is of the C16, a timber-
framed and plastered building. There is an
iron fire back with the date 1641 and
initials E.M. The house was restored and
modernised in C20. There is still the
remains of a moat. One of its most
prestige owners was Mrs. Marion
Wilberforce. Following her marriage to
Robert Wilberforce in 1932 they moved to
Nevendon Manor.

Two 1st-century AD ditches may have
formed either side of a north-east to south-
west aligned trackway, c.12m-wide. A third
ditch could have been associated. A fourth
ditch, on a different north-west to south-
east alignment, dated to the early 3rd
century ad. The pit could only be dated as
being broadly Roman. The Roman features
form part of a larger area of settlement
remains in and around the grounds of the
present-day Billericay School. Modern
building and their demolition had clearly
disturbed large parts of the site in the
areas observed.
Trevor Ennis

The question has to be asked again where
Are All these artefacts displayed, they are
not in Basildon.
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Listed Buildings of Interest

In 1939 she became one of the first eight
women to join the women’s section of the
“British Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA)” in
December 1939 and spent the rest of the
war flying spitfires, hurricanes from the
factories to the various airfields and she
became only one of the eleven women to
fly four engine Lancaster and Stirling
bombers.

Non-Listed Buildings of Interest

The Old School House-Langdon Hills -
During the early 1800s it was the
responsibility of the church to provide
education to the parish children. On the
North Side of Langdon Hills Old Church,
now a private residence a school building
was added but with the growing
population a new school was needed. So,
in 1860 on a piece of waste land next to
the main road donated by Mr J Cockfield
Dimsdale of Goldsmith Manor, a new
school was built at a cost of £200. In 1880
and extension was built at a cost of £50.
There are two stone plaques on the outside
walls which read: - “L.H.S., 1860, W.R and
L.H.S., 1880, W. B”. It would appear that
W.B. is the builder “William Boardman”, the
question is W.R really W.B?

In 1899 Sir Joseph Dimsdale, later Mayor
of London donated extra land for a
playground. The first school mistress, we
believe, was Mrs Eliza Seaton. The last
school mistress was Mrs Fothergill who
transferred to the new Langdon Hills
School in 1911.

After the war she became heavily involved
in the local hunt scheme and became
master of the Essex Hunt.

Since 2009 it has been run by the present
owners as a major events venue. If you
want to read more about Marion
Wilberforce amazing life suggest you get a
copy of “Basildon’s Famous People”.
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Non-Listed Buildings of Interest

The Old School House as it became known
over the next 90 odd years was either used
by the church for their own means or
rented out. It was eventually sold in 2001,
the new owners immediately restored it to
its former glory and beyond.

St Martins Glass Bell Tower – This unique
freestanding free-standing facetted glass
and steel tower was opened by Queen
Elizabeth on 12th March 1999 to mark the
new millennium and the first 50 years of
the New Town. The work was first started
in 1998, with the hole being dug by Stirling
Moss OBE in 1998.

The 30m high glass and steel bell tower
believed to be the only glass bell tower in
the world, houses a peal of eight bells. Six
of the bells came from the redundant
church of St Nicholas, Colchester. Two of
the six bells were cast by Joanna Hille the
first bells to be cast by a woman in 1440
years.

Research Booklets

Over the past few years, we have been
producing booklets on various aspect of
the history of Basildon. We have over 130
and we sell them between 50p and 2.50p
depending on their thickness, it just helps
to cover our costs.

The following is an example: -
• Enigma
• The Battle of Billericay
• The Great Escaper
• Wat Tyler park-Explosives trail
• Who fired the first shot?
• The Hundreds of Essex – The Manor of

Nevendon
• The Gotha Bomber brought down to

earth in Wickford
• The thirty-eight nurses & beyond
• Lost to football in the First World war.
• The Rochford Hundreds.

The Treble Bell was presented by Ronald
Brown in memory of his wife Peggy and
cast like the others at the world-famous
Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London in
1997. A second bell also cast in 1997 was
presented by Electronic Office Equipment
p.l.c. to commemorate the founding of the
company by John and Joan Rolison.

There is a ninth unused bell, cast in 1712 in
the porch of the church from the
redundant church of St Mary’s Dunton.


